Country Report from Japan to the 41st CGSIC Meeting

( March 19-20, 2003 at Washington )

 CURRENT TOPICS of the QZSS PLAN in JAPAN

Dear Chairs of the CGSIC, the IISC and International Department:

It is my pleasure to brief about current topics of the QZSS (Quasi-zenithal Satellite System) Plan, that has been studied since 2001 in Japan.

(1)  Budget amounting to US$50 million has been allocated for fiscal 2003. A joint study team of the public and the industry has been established for full-fledged survey and research. The members of this study team consists of all the related ministerial offices and the industry organizations (including Japan GPS Council).

(2)  The QZSS(Quasi-Zenithal Satellite System) is intended to supplement GPS, and is a constellation of 3~4 quasi geo-stationary satellites planned to provide similar signals to the GPS L1, L2 and L5, and also to carry payload data transmission and/or broadcasting that enables the augmentation data services and information services. Presently, the interoperability and compatibility issues are discussed at the meeting of the US/Japan Technical Working Group within the framework of "The US-Japan GPS Consultation". 

(3)  Besides, "QZSS Feasibility Study Company" was established on November 1, 2002 by about 40 private sector companies, who expect subcontract for the survey and research programs based on the allocated government budget, and conducting the project planning for deployment in 2008 or 2009, as well as the study on what the vehicle body should be.

(4)   According to the results of survey through hearing of the prospective markets, marketability and profitability are considerably stringent, and thus the focus of discussions in the future would be placed on the co-operating system between the ministerial offices and the private sectors. 
Sincerely,


Hiroshi Nishiguchi

Japan GPS Council
