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COMMENTS OF THE NATIONAL GMDSS IMPLEMENTATION TASK FORCE

The National GMDSS Implementation Task Force respectfully submits these further comments in response to the request for comments in the Public Notice of December 23, 2002 (DA# 02-3563).

The Task Force is the original Petitioner and reaffirms it’s statements set forth in our initial petition dated 3 September 2002. The Task Force notes that in addition to the obvious benefit of having full identification of vessels available to facilitate Search and Rescue operations, the United States is now aggressively pursuing measures to increase Homeland Security. One of the measures dictated by the Maritime Transportation Security Act is widespread fitting on vessels of a relatively new radio technology entitled Automatic Identification Systems (AIS). This device enables vessels to automatically broadcast brief data reports including identification, position, course, speed and other factors. These data broadcasts are repeated at brief intervals and utilize the unique Maritime Mobile Service Identity (MMSI) as the vessel’s identification.

The AIS system will operate on a designated VHF radio frequency in each port as a short range system which the U.S. Coast Guard will monitor in the port areas. The AIS system will use the MMSI number for vessel identification and the Coast Guard will need full supporting data on each vessel in order to maintain proper surveillance under the emerging concept of Maritime Domain Awareness. It is usually necessary to correlate AIS data with radar and visual observations and a complete vessel description in the MMSI database will greatly facilitate this operation.

Some staff members of the FCC have noted that the format recommended by the IMO for the MMSI database differs somewhat from that recommended by the International Telecommunications Union (ITU). In the opinion of the Task Force, this should not be a problem since ITU and IMO guidance are often briefly out of step with each other. The ITU normally defers to the IMO in operational matters and produces technical guidance to support the operational requirement. The ITU modified its List of Ship Stations to incorporate additional operational data in anticipation of introduction of the GMDSS and the need to make their data accessible to RCCs electronically on a 24 hour basis. The IMO recommendation later broadened the desired database content to meet operational requirements generated by RCCs in the early years of GMDSS implementation. Some of these new requirements were for additional shore contact information to be used in resolving false alerts which have become prevalent in the GMDSS system.

The National GMDSS Implementation Task Force again urges the Commission to expand its database to accommodate the additional data fields in accordance with the IMO Recommendation.
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