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Summary

Executive summary: This document notes that MSC Circ. 862 creates a requirement for Inmarsat-C distress alerting functionality that is not met by any current production Inmarsat-C equipment. Engineering changes, documentation changes and type approvals required for compliance with Circ. 862 will require some time to implement. The United States recommends that Circ. 862 be modified to indicate that it should be used to assist Member Governments in deciding whether equipment installed on or after 1 February 2000 meet Circ. 862 requirements.

Action to be taken: See Paragraph 3

Related Documents: MSC Circ. 862 dated 22 May 1998

1 Introduction

1.1
There are approximately 40,000 maritime Inmarsat-C terminals in service at this time. MSC Circ. 862 dated 22 May 1998 defines Inmarsat-C distress button functionality that is inconsistent with all Inmarsat-C products currently in service and available on the market. 

2 Discussion

2.1
The majority of Inmarsat-C equipment delivered since the introduction of Inmarsat-C service utilizes 2 buttons on the front panel to initiate a distress alert. Design changes to hardware, firmware and software, changes to product operating instructions, and the required type approvals needed to make the equipment conform to Circ. 862 will require a significant amount of time to implement. The required implementation time is a function of the available staffing of the manufacturers, and of Inmarsat. Inmarsat staff must review test data following modification and testing of all equipment and in some cases must witness these tests which are carried out in the countries of the Inmarsat-C equipment manufacturers; Denmark, Japan, Korea and the United States. 

3
Action requested of the Sub-Committee

The United States recommends that the Sub-Committee amend MSC Circ. 862 taking into consideration the time required to implement the recommended functionality and complete the required type approvals. The United States recommends that the final sentence in the first paragraph of Circ. 862 be changed to read as follows:

“The Committee was of the opinion that such clarifications would assist Member Governments in deciding whether equipment installed on or after 1 February 2000 meets these requirements.”


