
Shipboard AIS Shipboard AIS 
ComparisonComparison Class A Class A (SOLAS compliant)(SOLAS compliant) Class B/CSClass B/CS

Transmit Power 12.5w (nominal) / 2w (low-power) 2w

Unique 
Communication 
Access Scheme

SO-TDMA
SSelf-oorganizing amongst Class A's

CS-TDMA
CCarrier-SSense(s) polite to Class A’s

Frequency Range & 
Bandwidth

156.025 - 162.025 MHz @ 12/25 kHz
DSC (156.525 MHz) required

161.500 - 162.025 MHz @ 25 kHz
DSC (156.525 MHz) & 12.5 kHz optional

Position Source & 
External Inputs

External GPS, heading, rate of turn indicator 
required & AIS Internal GPS 

AIS Internal GPS 
Heading optional

Display & Digital 
Interfaces

Minimum keyboard display (MKD)
Multiple input-output ports & single-outputs All optional

Position & Static 
Messages (msg) & 
Reporting Rates 

(s = seconds)

Position data via either AIS msg 1, 2 or 3  
> 0kts @ 10/3.3s* > 14kts  @ 6/2s* > 23kts @ 2s 
* if also changing course ± 5°, moored @ 180s 

Static & voyage data via AIS Msg5 @ 360s

Position data via AIS msg18
< 2kts @ 180s > 2kts @ 30s

-

Static data via AIS Msg24 @ 360s 
No rate of turn, navigation status, static draft. 
destination, ETA, or IMO# required/provided

Safety Text Messaging Receive & transmit Transmit optional & only pre-configured 

# of USCG Type-
Approval Models 22 models - 16 manufacturers 8 models - 8 manufacturers

Approximate Cost $2,800 - 4,000 $700 - 1,500


