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Navigation Systems Regulatory Efforts

• 33 CFR 83 – Inland Navigation Rules codification

• Became effective today, May 17th

• 33 CFR 164 – Navigation Equipment

• SOLAS V & CGMT’04(ECS)

• Under development

• 33 CFR 164.46 – AIS Carriage

• Long history                                           





SOLAS/ECDIS/ECS rules…

•SOLAS Chp. V changes took effect 2000

•CG&MT of 2002 mandates ECS in US
- Should integrate AIS

•IMO mandate ECDIS on other ships

•USCG rulemaking in development
- What ECS to mandate & for what?
- ECDIS/ECS don’t currently integrate AIS
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Will RTCM amend their ECS standard to fully 
integrate AIS?



AIS Rulemaking [Changes in Bold-type]

10/23/03 - current AIS requirement (33 CFR 164.46)

07/01/03-01/09/04 sought AIS expansion comment
10/31/05 - Notice expansion of AIS to all waters
12/16/08 - NPRM; 04/15/09, comment deadline

• Could effect 17,442 vessels/14,506 small biz’s, i.e.
• Commercial self-propelled vessels of > 65 feet 

• No exclusions 

• Towing vessels > 26 feet and > 600 hp 
• Vessels with > 50 passengers (vice 150 for hire)
• Hi-Speed vessels with > 12 passengers for hire
• Certain dredges & floating plants, &
• Vessel moving certain dangerous cargoes
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AIS Comments…

•Public Meetings
-Washington, DC – March 5th, 2009 

30+ attendees, 11 commenters
-Seattle, WA – March 25th, 2009  

30+ attendees, 12 commenters

•Comment period closed: April 15th, 2009

•Public Submissions
-80+ submitters, 70+ regarding AIS





AIS Rule Challenges…

•Class B – which, who, where?
- Do we wait for Class B/SO?

•Access to AIS / AIS Portrayal 
- IMO radar require display of AIS
- RTCM radar & ECDIS/ECS don’t  
- Class B display optional – what to do?

• Application Specific Messages (ASM)
- Do we require their use & portrayal
- Do we wait for IMO requirement/adoption?
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