Commander (dpb)

First Coast Guard District

1 South Street

Battery Park Building

New York, NY 10004-1466

January 22, 2014

SUPPLEMENTAL PUBLIC NOTICE 1-135

Subject:  AMENDMENT TO PERMIT FOR REPLACEMENT OF THE
JOHN GREENLEAF WHITTIER (1-95) BRIDGE OVER MERRIMACK
RIVER BETWEEN NEWBURYPORT AND AMESBURY, ESSEX
COUNTY, MASSACHUSETTS

All interested parties are notified that the Commander, First Coast Guard District, has
received an application from the Massachusetts Department of Transportation
(MassDOT) for approval to revise permit plan sheets and navigational clearances
approved in the previously issued permit for the above mentioned bridge. This bridge is
over a navigable waterway of the United States.

WATERWAY AND LOCATION:

Merrimack River between Newburyport and

Amesbury, Massachusetts, approximately 5.86 miles above the mouth of the waterway.

Existing Original Proposal Revised Proposal
Vertical/Horizontal Vertical/Horizontal Vertical/Horizontal
clearances clearances clearances
Federal (north) Channel
(normal to axis of channel)

55 feet/242 feet 55 feet/381.5 feet 55 feet/381 feet
Steamboat (south) Channel
(normal to axis if channel) 46 feet/150 feet 46.5 feet/150 feet

32/150 feet

CHARACTER OF WORK:

Construction on this bridge is in progress. This
amendment would document in the permit the revised plan sheets with corresponding
navigational clearances of this bridge for both the construction period and final project
completion after temporary support piers are removed from the waterway.




MINIMUM NAVIGATIONAL CLEARANCES:

The revised plans reflect minor changes to vertical and horizontal clearances between
pier faces through the federal navigation (north) channel and the Steamboat (south)
channel when project is complete; however, during construction currently in progress
through the spring of 2016, there will be a reduction in horizontal clearance of 5 and 64
feet in the north and south channels, respectively, from clearances previously approved.
The horizontal clearances are through the navigation channels normal to the axis of the
channels.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATION:

These proposed changes are the result of bridge design advancements changing the pier
foundation dimensions. These changes will reduce permanent and temporary impacts to
land under water and riverfront area of 6,518 and 7,364 square feet, respectively.

A modified Water Quality Certificate (WQC) from Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection (MassDEP) in accordance with Section 401 of the Clean Water
Act, as amended, certifying reasonable assurance that the action is conducted in
compliance with water quality standards of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts was
issued on September 10, 2013.

SOLICITATION OF COMMENTS:

Mariners are requested to comment on the revised plan sheets and final proposed
permanent and temporary clearances during construction. Due to minor changes to the
previously approved plans and clearances, a 15-day comment period has been approved
for this public notice. Comments will be received at the office of: Commander (dpb),
First Coast Guard District, Battery Park Building, 1 South Street, New York, NY 10004-
1466 through February 06, 2014.

It is requested that this information be brought to the attention of any person having an
interest in this who may not have received a copy of this public notice.

Plans of the proposed project are included in this public notice.
FOR THE DISTRICT COMMANDER:
I1sll
J. M. Arca
Acting Bridge Program Manager

First Coast Guard District
By direction



This is a web-searchable copy and is not the official, signed version; however, other than
the signature being omitted, it is a duplicate of the official version.
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