
  November 9, 2016 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE (06-16) 
 

BRIDGE PERMIT APPLICATION 
TO REPLACE THE VERTICAL LIFT BRIDGE AT SR24, ACROSS 

COMPANY CANAL, MILE 8.1, AT BOURG, TERREBONNE PARISH, 
LOUISIANA 

 
All interested parties are notified that an application from LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION AND DEVELOPMENT (LDOTD) has been received by the Commander, 
Eighth Coast Guard District, for approval of the enclosed plans to replace a bridge over a 
navigable waterway of the United States.   
 
WATERWAY AND LOCATION:  Company Canal, Vertical Lift Bridge, mile 8.1, on SR 24, 
at Bourg, Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana. 
 
CHARACTER OF WORK:  LDOTD proposes to replace the Company Canal vertical lift 
bridge and operator’s house, along LA 24 in Bourg, Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana.  The existing 
Company Canal bridge is a 123-foot long vertical lift span that was constructed in 1951; the 
bridge currently consists of three spans.  The proposed bridge will also be a vertical lift bridge 
and will consist of two 20-foot lanes comprised of two approximate 12-foot wide travel lanes 
with approximate 8-foot shoulders.  Also, 40-foot approach slabs would be constructed the ends 
of the bridge.  The new operator’s house would be constructed southwest of the bridge, replacing 
the existing operator’s house at on the northeast side of the bridge.  The scope of the proposed 
project includes improving the safety and vehicular movement within the project corridor.  As 
such, approximately 405 feet of LA 316 would be realigned to the west to avoid conflict with the 
new bridge structure and approach slabs.   
 
MINIMUM NAVIGATIONAL CLEARANCES: 
 
Existing:   Proposed: 
Horizontal:  50 feet between fenders  Horizontal:  70 feet between fenders 
normal to the axis of the channel    normal to the axis of the channel 
    
Vertical: 5.17 feet above Mean High Water Vertical:  6 feet above MHW, 
 (MHW), MHW elevation 3.0 feet, Mean Sea MHW elevation 1.20 feet North Atlantic 
Level (MSL) in the closed- to-navigation Vertical Datum of 1988 (NAVD88) in the closed-to-  
position   navigation position 
 
Vertical:  50.17 feet above MHW        Vertical:  52 feet above MHW,   
MHW elevation 3.0 feet, MSL in the          MHW elevation 1.20 feet NAVD 88  
open-to-navigation position             in the open-to-navigation position 

Commander 
Eighth Coast Guard District 
Hale Boggs Federal Building 
 

500 Poydras Street, Room 1313 
New Orleans, LA  70130-3310 
Staff Symbol: (dpb) 
Phone: (504) 671-2128 
Fax:  (504) 671-2133 
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ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS:  The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 
as lead federal agency, has made a tentative determination that the proposed project is a 
Categorical Exclusion for the purposes of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
because it satisfies criteria for such action listed in the Coast Guard's implementation 
instructions.  FHWA approval of this determination is evidenced by an October 15, 2015, stamp 
and signature of FHWA administration on an LDOTD letter of March 10, 2015, requesting 
concurrence in the LDOTD finding that the proposed project meets the requirements for 
classification as a Categorical Exclusion.  Provided that no environmental issues are disclosed by 
this Public Notice, the Coast Guard will issue a CE as the final environmental documentation for 
this project, which satisfies the criteria for such action listed in the Coast Guard’s 
implementation instructions.  The Coast Guard’s permitting action will be limited to the bridge 
and its approaches. 
 
Construction is in a floodplain with a 100-year flood elevation of approximately 3.34 feet, 
NAVD 88.  In a letter dated June 4, 2013, the Terrebonne Parish Floodplain Manager relayed 
“no objection” to the proposed bridge project. 
 
The LDOTD proposes to remove 2,675 cubic yards of fill material as part of this project.  The 
applicant proposes to impact 0.09 acre of jurisdictional wetlands and 0.50 acre of jurisdictional 
“Other Waters of the U.S.,” and the proposed permit action will not impact wetlands.  In a letter 
of July 25, 2013, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Solicitation of Views Manager stated that 
permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act and Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act 
are required for the proposed work.  The applicant will be required to furnish verification of 
Water Quality Certification (WQC) from the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality 
(LDEQ) or exemption from the same.  The project is located in the Louisiana coastal zone.  On 
October 27, 2016, the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development applied for a 
Coastal Use Permit by submitting a Joint Permit Application For Work Within the Louisiana 
Coastal Zone to the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources (LDNR).   
 
According to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Terrebonne Parish has been 
determined in attainment status for 2016 for criteria pollutants.  However, the permit applicant 
may be required to furnish a statement from LDEQ that the project meets the requirements of the 
State Implementation Plan on air quality.   
 
By a stamp dated June 4, 2013, the Louisiana Field Office of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife service 
indicated that the proposed project was reviewed for effects to Federal trust resources under the 
jurisdiction of the Service and currently protected by the Endangered Species Act of 1973; the 
Service indicated that the project will have no effect on these resources.  The applicant will also 
be required to coordinate with the National Marine Fisheries Service regarding endangered and 
threatened marine species.  The applicant will be required to coordinate with the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF), regarding impacts to rare, threatened, or 
endangered species or critical habitats anticipated as a result of the proposed project.   
 
The applicant will be required to provide coordination regarding affects on parkland, recreational 
areas, and wildlife refuges.  The project does not have any effects on environmental justice.  The  
Company Canal vertical lift bridge is not eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic 
Places.  As such, LDOTD received concurrence in that determination regarding the bridge and 
the Area of Potential Effect (APE) from the Louisiana State Historic Preservation Officer 
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(LASHPO) pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, which is 
evidenced by a stamp dated November 14, 2011.   
 
On May 15, 2013, the National Resources Conservation Service indicated by letter that the 
proposed construction area will not impact prime farmlands and, therefore is exempt from the 
rules and regulations of the Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA).  Further, the NRCS 
predicted no impact to NRCS projects in the vicinity.  Also, on May 22, 1013, the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Sole Source Aquifer (SSA) Program indicated by 
letter that the proposed project does not lie within the boundaries of a designated sole source 
aquifer and is thus not eligible for review under the SSA program.   
 
The information represented on the project drawings is subject to change before permit issuance. 
 
SOLICITATION OF COMMENTS:  Interested parties are requested to express their views to 
the Coast Guard, in writing, giving sufficient details to establish a clear understanding of reasons 
for support or opposition.  The Bridge Management Specialist assigned to this project is Ms. 
Geri Robinson.  Comments will be received at the Eighth Coast Guard District, Bridge 
Administration Branch, at the address given in the letterhead through December 16, 2016. 
 
 
 
 
                                                                               //s// 
 
 DAVID M. FRANK 
 Chief, Bridge Administration Branch 
 By direction of the Commander 
 Eighth Coast Guard District 
 
This is a web-searchable copy and it is not the official, signed version; however, other than the 
signature being omitted, it is a duplicate of the official version.   
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