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GUIDANCE ON THE USE b VHF AT SEA '~ .
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1, At its twentieth session, the Sub~Committee on Safety of Navi;"gation
prepared a draft text of 2 "Guidanoe on the use of VAP at sea”
(NAV XX/10, Anmex VII).

2., At the request of the Sub-Comnittee the draft text of the Guidance,
vhich is attached hereto, is brought to the attention of sll Menmber
Govermments with an invitation to use it experimentally and to submit
their comments and proposals in the light of experience gained., TBased
on these comments and proposals a final text will be prepared at the
Sub=Cormittee's next session.
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GUIDANCE ON THE USE OF VHF AT SEA

VHE‘ COEMUNIQ.Q.’I‘ION 'J‘E-CHNIQUE B

R I o e

-Golden. rules listen: and thinl;:abeforq t::anmj.ttmg, RRRTIT

(2) Listening .
Listen before commencing to tranemit. !hthis%ﬁw irritating
prectice-of transmidiing on a ohamnel which is alregady in use will be

" mvoided. Ry exproising some:patience it ocan ba mified that the
“.channel is: not being used. '

(bv) Thinking
Thinking before transmitting is neceuaa:y o -avold unneceabary

‘reaks Jjn-commmication while the peneon Sransmi tting decides vhat to

say. The radiocommmnication channels are much oo busy to waste
valuable time and the person kept waiting may have & very :meortant
message to tranamit

Needleas and superfluous transmasion on VHF is a.qothpr de;na.nd on
an already rully loaded comnnmication gystem, During port approach and

""port nairiga-l:ion all unneces’sary demand on the operating peraonnel st
be’ avoided. In’ addition the Radio Reg\ﬂationa for‘b:ld mneceasary ‘

commmications, =

() Talking
Repetition of words and phraaes should 'be a.voided unleas 'I;he

~ receiving btation asks for repetition. :

(e) Power reductim

Hhere a choice e:d.sts, use 'I:he lowea'b power of thg transm;tter
which gives sa.t:.afactory oommmication.

(£) Control

The ship must follow the instructions of the shore station, which
will indicate the channel to change to for further communication or
perhaps to stop trenemitting. The shore station may be receiving a
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2.  PROCEDURE
(a) Calling

(1) Although Channel 16 - in-addition to being e distress and
safety frequency - is & ¢alling frequency, do not call on
Channel 16 if a working frequency is known to be watched.
Call on the working frequency if possible.

(11) When calling a shore station or another ship, say the name of
' the station or ship called {¥wice, if considered necessary in
heavy radio traffic conditions) followed by the phrase THIS IS
and your own ship!s name, -to ascertain reception and recognition,
To expedite contact add the chanmel in.use.

Example:  Port City, Port City this ie Secastar, Seastar
on Chammel 14.

(4i1) In all cases the call may be followed by:

"Channel ., c'o'" .

(b) Exchange of messages
(1) When commnicating with a ship whose name is unknown but whose
position is known, that position may be used.: In this case
the call is addressed to all shipa,

Exemple: All ships, all ships, this is Pagtoria, Pastoria.
Ship approaching munber four buoy I am passing Belinde Bank

Light,

(1) Where a message is Teceived and only acknowledgement of
receipt is needed, say "reéeivéd". Where a message is
‘received and it is desired to confirm that the information in
it is correct and/or undérstood, aa.y' “Réceived. Undersgtood”,
and repeat the substance of the message if ‘considered

necessary. _
Exanple: Message: Your Berth will 'be clear at 0830.

Reply: " Received., Understood.
Berth cleax at 0830.

g
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(ii1) When the call is complete, and subsequently during exchange
of messages, e station may invite reply by saying: '"Over".

(iv) Vhore it is appropriate, the fdllowing'measage may be sent:
‘"Please use/I will use, the standgrd.marine vocabulary",
- Where language- difficulties exist which camnot be resolved by
use of the vocabulary, the International Code of Signals
nay be used. o

. The: upp:;'qpriatte nessage io 'l'.hen. . "Please usé/I will use,
_the Internationel Code of Signals".

- -The word INTERCO should precede Intermational Code (see
 also Chapier VII of the International Code of Signals).
('@)- ‘Vhere a nessage contains instructions or advice and this
is to be acted upon, repeat the substance of the messege
-eteting the action to be taken.
Example: Messoge: Advise you pass astern of me.
Reply: I will pass astern of you.
(vi) Where a nessoge is not properly heard, say: “Say agein".,
(vii) Where a mneseage is heard but not mderstood, say:
"Megsage not understood”, '
(viil) 1If it is necessary to change to a different chanmel,
) say: - "Change to Channel .,."
Await acknowledgement before carryirg out the change.
(e} End of coomunication - |
The end of coumunication is indicated by each station adding
 at the end of its last reply: "Out".
3.  STANDARD MESSAGES
(a) Most communications between ship and shore authorities are
-exchanges of informaticn. . Where the requirenments of the shore
authority are known, it is possible to give this information in the

forn of stenderd messages, This will reduce the time necessary to
exchenge this information. '
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(a) Calling

(1)

(11)

(411)

Although Channel 16 - in addition to being a distress and
safety frequency - is a ¢alling frequency, do not call on
Channel 16 if a working frequency is kmown to be watched.
Call on the working frequency if possible.

when calling a shore etation ox another ship, say the name of
the station or ship called {twice, if considered necessary in
heavy radio traffic conditions) followed by the phrase THIS IS
and your own ship's name,  to ascertain reception end recognition.
To expedite contact add the channel in.use.

Example: .Port City, Port City this ie Seastar, Seastar
on Channel 14.

In 2ll cases the call may be followed by:

"Chamel o..".

(b) Exchange of mossages

(1)

(11)

When communicating with a ship whose name is unknown but whose
position is known, that position may be used,: In this case
the call is addressed to all shipa.

Exemple: All ships, all ships, thie is Pastoria, Pastoria.
Ship approaching mumber four bwoy I am passing Belinda Bank
Light.

Where a message is received and only acknowledgement of
receipt is needed, say "i‘eéeivéd". .Where a message is
received and it is desired to confirm that the information in
it is correct and/or understood, aa.y. “Rébeived. Undexrstood”,
and repeat the substance of the message if ‘considered

necessary.
Example: Me¢ssage: Your Berth will be clear at 0830,

Reply: | Réceived. Understood.
Berth clear at 0830,
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(b) Obviously not all circumstances are covered by the standard
nmessages but the principle is similar to that which produced the
Standard Vocabulary and further information given should follow the
gtyle and guidance of the Vocabulary,

{e) For the most common situations standard messages are given in
the following examples. These items should always be transmitted
in the order given in the Table,
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