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WATERS SPECIFIED BY THE SECRETARY 
 

33 CFR §89.25 Waters upon which Inland Rules 9(a)(ii), 14(d), 
and 15(b) apply. 
 

Inland Rules 9(a)(ii), 14(d), and 15(b) apply on the Great Lakes, the 
Western Rivers, and the following specified waters: 
 

(1) Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway; 
(2) Tombigbee River; 
(3) Black Warrior River; 
(4) Alabama River; 
(5) Coosa River 
(6) Mobile River above the Cochrane Bridge at St Louis Point; 
(7) Flint River; 
(8) Chattahoochee River, and 
(9) The Apalachicola River above its confluence with the Jackson River. 

 

33 CFR §89.27 Waters upon which Inland Rule 24(i) applies. 
(a) Inland Rule 24(i) applies on the Western Rivers and the specified 

waters listed in §89.25 (a) through (i). 
(b) Inland Rule 24(i) applies on the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway from St. 

Marks, Florida, to the Rio Grande, Texas, including the Morgan City-Port 
Allen Alternate Route and the Galveston-Freeport Cutoff, except that a 
power-driven vessel pushing ahead or towing alongside shall exhibit the 
lights required by Inland Rule 24(c), while transiting within the following 
areas: 

(1) St. Andrews Bay from the Hathaway Fixed Bridge at Mile 284.6 East of Harvey 
Locks (EHL) to the DuPont Fixed Bridge at Mile 295.4 EHL. 
(2) Pensacola Bay, Santa Rosa Sound and Big Lagoon from the Light “10” off of Trout 
Point at Mile 176.9 EHL to the Pensacola Fixed Bridge at Mile 189.1 EHL  
(3) Mobile Bay and Bon Secour Bay from the Dauphin Island Causeway Fixed Bridge at 
Mile 127.7 EHL to Little Point Clear at Mile 140 EHL. 
(4) Mississippi Sound from Grand Island Waterway Light “1” at Mile 53.8 EHL to Light 
“40” off the West Point of Dauphin Island at Mile 118.7 EHL  
(5) The Mississippi River at New Orleans, Mississippi River-Gulf Outlet Canal and the 
Inner Harbor Navigation Canal from the junction of the Harvey Canal and the Algiers 
Alternate Route at Mile 6.5 West of Harvey Locks (WHL) to the Michoud Canal at Mile 
18 EHL. 
(6) The Calcasieu River from the Calcasieu Lock at Mile 238.6 WHL to the Ellender Lift 
Bridge at Mile 243.6 WHL. 
(7) The Sabine Neches Canal from Mile 262.5 WHL to Mile 291.5 WHL. 
(8) Bolivar Roads from the Bolivar Assembling Basin at Mile 346 WHL to the Galveston 
Causeway Bridge at Mile 357.3 WHL. 
(9) Freeport Harbor from Surfside Beach Fixed Bridge at Mile 393.8 WHL to the Bryan 
Beach Pontoon Bridge at Mile 397.6 WHL. 
(10) Matagorda Ship Channel area of Matagorda Bay from Range “K” Front Light at 
Mile 468.7 WHL to the Port O’Connor Jetty at Mile 472.2 WHL. 
(11) Corpus Christi Bay from Redfish Bay Day Beacon “55” at Mile 537.4 WHL when in 
the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway main route or from the north end of Lydia Ann Island 
Mile 531.1A when in the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway Alternate Route to Corpus Christi 
Bay LT 76 at Mile 543.7 WHL. 
(12) Port Isabel and Brownsville Ship Channel south of the Padre Island Causeway 
Fixed Bridge at Mile 665.1 WHL. 
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VESSEL BRIDGE-TO-BRIDGE 
RADIOTELEPHONE REGULATIONS 

33 CFR 26 
The Vessel Bridge-to-Bridge Radiotelephone Act is applicable on the navigable waters of the United 
States which include the territorial sea (the waters, 12 nautical miles wide, adjacent to the coast of 
the United States and seaward of the territorial sea baseline), internal waters that are subject to tidal 
influence, and, those not subject to tidal influence but that are used or are determined to be capable 
of being used for substantial interstate or foreign commerce (see 33 CFR §§ 2.22(a)(1) and 2.36). 

Sec.           Sec. 
26.01 Purpose.         26.06 Maintenance of radiotelephone; 
26.02 Definitions.            failure of radiotelephone. 
26.03 Radiotelephone required.      26.07 Communications. 
26.04 Use of the designated frequency.     26.08 Exemption procedures. 
26.05 Use of radiotelephone.       26.09 List of exemptions. 

 
§ 26.01 Purpose. 

(a) The purpose of this part is to implement the provisions of the Vessel 
Bridge-to-Bridge Radiotelephone Act. This part: 
(1) Requires the use of the vessel bridge-to-bridge radiotelephone; 
(2) Provides the Coast Guard’s interpretation of the meaning of important 
terms in the Act; 
(3) Prescribes the procedures for applying for an exemption from the Act 
and the regulations issued under the Act and a listing of exemptions. 

(b) Nothing in this part relieves any person from the obligation of 
complying with the rules of the road and the applicable pilot rules. 
 
§ 26.02 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this part and interpreting the Act: 

“Secretary” means the Secretary of the Department in which the 
Coast Guard is operating; 

“Act” means the “Vessel Bridge-to-Bridge Radiotelephone Act”, 33 
U.S.C. sections 1201-1208; 

“Length” is measured from end to end over the deck excluding 
sheer; 

“Power-driven vessel” means any vessel propelled by machinery; 
“Territorial sea” means all waters as defined in §2.22(a)(1) of this 

chapter; 
“Towing vessel” means any commercial vessel engaged in towing 

another vessel astern, alongside, or by pushing ahead; 
“Vessel Traffic Services (VTS)” means a service implemented under 

Part 161 of this chapter by the United States Coast Guard designed to 
improve the safety and efficiency of vessel traffic and to protect the 
environment.   The VTS has the capability to interact with marine 
traffic and respond to traffic situations developing in the VTS area; and 

“Vessel Traffic Service Area or VTS Area” means the geographical 
area encompassing a specific VTS area of service as described in 
Part 161 of this chapter. This area of service may be subdivided into  

 


