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the sale of firear ms and ammun itio n by 
the manufact urer, produ cer, or imp orter 
thereof. 26 U.S.C. 4181 . However , 
sectio n 4221 of the Code sets fort h 
certai n pu rposes for wh ich an article 
subject to tax und er Chapter 32 may be 
sol d tax-free by the manufact urer, 
produ cer, or imp orter . 

Und er the regulatio ns app eari ng in 27 
CFR part 53, perso ns wh o sell firear ms 
or ammun itio n tax-free are req uire d to 
obtai n certai n exe mp tio n certi ficates or 
vend ee state ments to supp ort such sales . 
Previo us regulatio ns includ ed suggeste d 
forms for eac h type of state ment and 
certi ficate . However , the Burea u of 
Alco hol, Tobacco  and Firear ms (ATF) 
has now made these certi ficates and 
state ments available  as preprinted 
docum ents that may be ordere d by the 
tax payer through the Burea u’s 
Distrib utio n Center and then 
reprodu ced as needed. 
Temporary Rule and Notice of 
Proposed Rulemakin g 

On July 16, 1996 , ATF pu blis hed in 
the Federal Register a temp orary rule 
(T.D. ATF–380 , 61 FR 37005 ) amend ing 
the regulatio ns regarding exe mp tio n 
certi ficates and state ments relate d to the 
tax-free sale of firear ms and 
ammun itio n. The temp orary rule 
provi ded that tax payers had the optio n 
of eit her using a preprinted exe mp tio n 
certi ficate and state ment available 
through the Burea u’s Distrib utio n 
Center or designing their own 
certi ficates and state ments that reflecte d 
the informatio n req uire d by the 
regulatio ns. Should tax payers wish to 
design and use their own certi ficates or 
state ments, the regulatio ns explai n wh at 
informatio n is req uire d on such 
docum ents. 

On July 16, 1996 , the Burea u also 
pu blis hed a notice of propose d 
rulemaki ng cross -refere nced to the 
temp orary regulatio ns (Notice No. 831 , 
61 FR 37022 ). The notice sought pu blic 
comm ent on the changes made by the 
temp orary rule. The comm ent perio d for 
Notice No. 831 close d on October  15, 
1996 . 

Commen ts 
ATF receive d no comm ents in 

res ponse to Notice No. 831 . 
Final Rule 

ATF is adopting without change the 
amendm ents pu blis hed in the 
temp orary rule, T.D. ATF–380 . The 
amendm ents redu ce regulatory burdens 
by maki ng preprinted forms available to 
tax payers , wh ile still provi ding 
tax payers the flexibility  of creati ng their 
own certi ficates and state ments to 
supp ort tax-free sales . 

Executive Order 12866 

It has bee n deter mined that this final 
rule is not a significa nt regulatory actio n 
as defined in E.O. 12866 . Therefore, a 
regulatory assess ment is not req uire d. 

Regulatory Flexibility Act 

Pursuant to sectio n 7805 (f) of the 
Inter nal Reve nu e Code, the notice of 
propose d rulemaki ng and the temp orary 
rule prece ding this regulatio n were 
submitte d to the Chief Coun sel for 
Advocacy of the Small Business 
Adm inistratio n (SBA) for comm ent on 
any imp act on small business. The SBA 
did not submit any comm ents. 

Paperwork Reduction Act 

The provisio ns of the Paperwork 
Redu ctio n Act of 1995 , Pub. L. 104–13 , 
44 U.S.C. Chapter 35, and its 
imp lementing regulatio ns, 5 CFR part 
1320 , do not app ly to this final rule 
beca use no new req uire ment to collect 
informatio n is imp ose d. 

Disclosu re 

Copies of the temp orary rule, the 
notice of propose d rulemaki ng, and this 
final rule will be available  for pu blic 
inspectio n du ring normal business 
hours at: ATF Public Reading Room, 
Room 6480 , 650 Massac hu setts Ave nu e, 
NW, Was hington, DC 20226 . 

Drafting Information 

The authors of this docum ent are 
Mary Lou Blake and Mars ha D. Baker , 
Regulatio ns Branch, Burea u of Alco hol, 
Tobacco  and Firear ms. 

List of Subjects in 27 CFR Part 53 

Adm inistrative  practice  and 
proce du re, Arms and mun itio ns, 
Authority delegatio ns, Exports, Imp orts , 
Penalties , Reporti ng and recor dkee ping 
req uire ments. 

PART 53—MANUFACTURERS EXCISE 
TAXES—FIREARMS AND 
AMMUNITION 

 
Accor dingly, the temp orary rule (TD 

ATF–380 ) amend ing 27 CFR part 53 
wh ich was pu blis hed at 61 FR 37005 on 
July 16, 1996 , is adopted as a final rule 
without change. 

Signed: Dece mber 22, 1997 . 
John Magaw, 
Director. 

App rove d: Janu ary 13, 1998 . 
John P. Simpson , 
Deputy Assista nt Secretary (Regulatory, Tariff 
& Trade Enforcement). 
[FR Doc. 98–2681  File d 2–3–98 ; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: The Coast Guard amend s 
certai n lighting provisio ns and 
inter pretive regulatio ns supp lementing 
the Inland Navigatio n Rules. These 
changes bri ng Inland Navigatio n Rules 
into conformity with the Nove mber 
1995 amendm ents to the Inter natio nal 
Regulatio ns for Preve ntio n of Collisio ns 
at Sea (COLREGS), and clari fy 
ambiguities in the rules. 
DATES: This final rule is effective Marc h 
6, 1998 . 
ADDRESSES: Docum ents as ind icate d in 
the prea mble are available  for 
inspectio n or copying at the office of the 
Exec utive Secretary , Mari ne Safety 
Coun cil (G–LRA/3406 ) [CGD 94–011 ], 
U.S. Coast Guard Hea dquarters , 2100 
Seco nd Street SW., Was hington, DC 
20593–0001  bet ween 9:30 a.m. and 2 
p.m., Mond ay through Fri day, exce pt 
Federal holi days. The tele ph one num ber 
is (202) 267–1477 . Inter natio nal 
Mariti me Organizatio n (IMO) 
docum ents refere nced in the prea mble 
can be ordere d from the Inter natio nal 
Mariti me Organizatio n (IMO) at 4 Albert 
Embankment, Lond on, England SE1 
7SR. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Ms. Diane Schn eider, Office of Vessel 
Traffic Management, (202) 267–0352 . 
SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 
Regulatory History 

On July 20, 1994 , the Coast Guard 
pu blis hed, in the Federal Register (59 
FR 37003 ), a notice of propose d 
rulemaki ng (NPRM) entitle d, Inland 
Navigatio n Rules, Lighting Provisio ns. 
On August 24, 1994 , the Coast Guard 
pu blis hed in the Federal Register (59 
FR 42620 ), a correctio n maki ng minor 
editorial  changes to that NPRM. The 
Coast Guard receive d two letters 
comm enting on the propose d 
rulemaki ng. No pu blic heari ng was 
req ueste d, and none was held. 

Background and Purpose 
The Inland Navigatio n Rules and the 

Inter natio nal Regulatio ns for Preve nting 
Collisio ns at Sea (COLREGS) provi de 
the rules gover ning all vessels  on inland 
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waters and the high seas , res pectively . 
The Inter natio nal Mariti me 
Organizatio n (IMO) adopted 
amendm ents to the ann exes of the 
COLREGS, wh ich beca me effective 
Nove mber 1995 . The Coast Guard is 
revisi ng the Inland Navigatio n Rules to 
reflect the COLREGS amendm ents. 

Add itio nally, the Navigatio n Safety 
Advisory Coun cil (NAVSAC), a 
congressio nally authorize d advisory 
group , revie wed the Inland Navigatio n 
Rules for consiste ncy with the 
COLREGS. To clari fy ambiguities in 
practical  app licatio n of the Inland 
Navigatio n Rules and to bri ng those 
Rules into conformity with the 
COLREGS, NAVSAC reco mm end ed 
several  changes. The changes primarily 
concer ned light place ment 
req uire ments. The only propose d 
change not adopted by this final rule is 
the mand atory req uire ment to light 
barges on the cor ners in accor dance 
with 33 CFR 88.13. 

Discussion  of Commen ts and Changes 

Two comm ents were receive d 
follo wing the pu blicatio n of the Notice 
of Pro pose d Rulemaki ng. Both 
comm ents supp orte d the propose d rule 
changes, but bot h expresse d concer n 
that prescribi ng 4 lights for vessels  less 
than 20 meters in length would place an 
unn ecessary  financial burden on small 
vessel own ers. Add itio nally, the 
comm ents disagree d with the Coast 
Guard’s cost esti mate for all-round light 
fixt ures and light installatio n. After 
reeval uati ng the original cost esti mate, 
the Coast Guard deter mined that the 
original dollar figure was incorrect . Our 
new assess ment, as explai ned in the 
Regulatory Evaluatio n sectio n of this 
rule, deter mined that the avera ge cost of 
a permanently installe d all-round light 
fixt ure and its installatio n is $315 , not 
$12 as specified in the NPRM. Base d on 
the comm ents and the reassesse d cost 
data, the Coast Guard has made this 
req uire ment optio nal. 

Discussion  of Regulations 

Correctio ns to 72 COLREGS 
Demarcatio n Lines 

The Coast Guard is correcti ng errors 
in the descri ptio n of COLREGS 
demarcatio n lines found in the Inland 
Navigatio n Rules in 33 CFR part 80. 
COLREGS demarcatio ns lines codify 
bound aries that deli neate the 
app licability  of eit her the Inland Rules 
or the COLREGS. These lines are 
marke d on navigatio nal charts. While 
these lines are correctly  depicte d on 
navigatio nal charts, their descri ptio n in 
80.501 and 80.520 contai ns errors . 

The errors bei ng correcte d in 33 CFR 
80.1495 includ e the miss pelli ng of 
John son Isla nd; the refere nce to Canton 
Isla nd , wh ich was ret urned to the 
Repu blic of Kirbati , as a U.S. 
Possessio n; and the refere nce to the 
dissolve d Trust Territory  of the Pacific 
Isla nd . 
Lights for Moored Vessels 

The Coast Guard is add ing the 
inter pretive rules 33 CFR 82.5 and 90.5 
to the COLREGS and Inland Navigatio n 
Rules and revisi ng 33 CFR 88.13 of the 
pilot rules to clari fy the res ponsibilities 
of the operators  of vessels  moore d to 
moori ng buoys or other similar devices . 
The inter pretive rules are add ed to 
ensure that the ter m vessels at anchor in 
Rule 30 of the COLREGS and Inland 
Rules includ es vessels  moore d to a 
moori ng buoy. 

Recognizi ng the need to specify safe 
lighting req uire ments for vessels 
moore d to moori ng buoys in previo us 
NAVSAC subco mm ittee meeti ngs, the 
Coast Guard formally prese nted the 
iss ue to NAVSAC in Nove mber 1992 . 
Then, at NAVSAC’s req uest, the iss ue 
was forwarded to the Towing Safety 
Advisory Coun cil (TSAC) and the 
Natio nal Boati ng Safety Advisory 
Coun cil (NBSAC) for further 
consideratio n. All three advisory group s 
agree d that a vessel  moore d to a 
moori ng buoy should be lighted as a 
vessel at anchor in accor dance with 
Inland Navigatio n Rule 30. These 
group s also agree d that barges moore d to 
a moori ng buoy should be lighted on the 
cor ners in accor dance with the scheme 
of 33 CFR 88.13. 

In the NPRM, the Coast Guard 
propose d req uiri ng that barges moore d 
to moori ng buoys be lighted on the 
cor ners in accor dance with 33 CFR 
88.13, instea d of in accor dance with 
Rule 30. Base d on the comm ents and a 
cost reassess ment for comp lia nce with 
the propose d req uire ments, the Coast 
Guard has conclud ed that barges 
moore d to moori ng buoys have the 
optio n of eit her displayi ng the lights of 
a vessel at anchor as prescribe d in 
Inland Rule 30, or of displayi ng lights 
on the cor ners in accor dance with 33 
CFR 88.13, found in Ann ex V to the 
Inland Rules. 
Sectio n 82.7    Sidelights for Unmanned 
Barges 

Imp roper lighting of barges has bee n 
a contrib utory factor in some acci dents 
involvi ng recreatio nal boaters  and has 
bee n the subject of perio dic 
congressio nal interest . The U.S. 
delegatio n to the IMO Subco mm ittee on 
Safety of Navigatio n raise d the iss ue of 
sidelights on unm ann ed barges. IMO 

agree d that sidelights powere d with 
existi ng battery  tec hn ology could not 
meet the vertical  sector req uire ments for 
large vessels  und er the COLREGS. IMO 
further agree d that an unm ann ed barge, 
un able to meet the vertical  sector 
req uire ments, could meet the 
req uire ments of COLREGS and Inland 
Navigatio n Rule 24(h). Rule 24(h) allo ws 
a vessel or object bei ng towed to exhibit 
alter native lighting wh ere it is 
imp racticable  to light the vessel as 
prescribe d by paragraph (e) or (g) of 
Rule 24. Paragraph (e) req uires 
sidelights and ster nlights for vessels 
bei ng towed and paragraph (g) req uires 
all-round  wh ite lights for partially 
submerged vessels or objects bei ng 
towed. This exce ptio n has bee n the 
source of some confusio n. 

This rule adopts the inter pretatio n 
found in Comm and ant Instr uctio n 
16672 .3A, Inter natio nal Regulatio ns for 
Preve nting Collisio ns at Sea, 1972 ; 
Lights on Unm ann ed Barges, wh ich 
states that those lighting unm ann ed 
barges may use the Rule 24(h) 
exce ptio n, and that this exce ptio n 
app lies only to the vertical  sector 
req uire ments. Consiste nt with the Coast 
Guard inter pretatio n in the 
Comm and ant Instr uctio n, the Coast 
Guard is add ing inter pretive rules 33 
CFR 82.7 and 90.7 to clari fy that the 
exce ptio n provi ded by Rule 24(h) of the 
COLREGS of Inland Rules pertai ns only 
to the vertical  sector req uire ments. 

Sectio ns 84.01 and 84.27    High-speed 
Craft 

The Coast Guard is add ing a 
paragraph to 33 CFR 84.01, found in 
Ann ex I of the Inland Rules, to includ e 
the definitio n of high-speed craft state d 
in the IMO’s Internatio nal Code of 
Safety of High-speed Craft (HSC Code). 
The definitio n of high-speed craft is 
base d on a formu la that comp ares 
displace ment to the maxi mum speed of 
vessels  such as cata mara ns and 
hydrofoils. This add itio n to the Inland 
Rules parallels  the language of the 72 
COLREGS amendm ents. 

The Coast Guard is also add ing 
sectio n 84.27 to Ann ex I of the Inland 
Rules to allo w high-speed craft of 
unu sually wide design to carry 
mast head lights at a lower level than 
that prescribe d for conventio nal vessels . 
This change recognizes that existi ng 
light place ment req uire ments base d on 
conventio nal ship design are 
imp ractical  wh en deali ng with non- 
tra ditio nal designs such as cata mara ns, 
hydrofoils, and other craft of unu sually 
wide design. This add itio n ensures 
consiste ncy bet ween the language of the 
Inland Navigatio n Rules and the 72 
COLREGS amendm ents. 
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This new provisio n app lies to vessels 
that meet the definitio n of high-speed 
craft (§ 84.01) and have length to 
brea dth ratios of less than three-to-one. 
Conventio nal vessels  such as tankers , 
contai ner ships, and fishing vessels  will 
not meet the definitio n of high-speed 
craft. Certai n high powere d 
displace ment vessels such as frigates or 
destroyers may meet this definitio n but 
would not meet the length to brea dth 
ratio req uire ments. For exa mp le: A high 
speed cata mara n ferry , 59 meters in 
length with 20 meters in bea m, may 
carry its forward mast head light 5.1 
meters above the sidelights instea d of 8 
meters above the hu ll. 
Sectio n 84.05    Horizontal Spacing and 
Positio ning of Lights 

The Coast Guard is revisi ng 33 CFR 
84.05, found in Ann ex I of the Inland 
Rules, to provi de that vessels  less than 
20 meters in length shall carry their 
mast head lights as far forward as is 
practicable . This revisio n creates 
parallel  language bet ween the Inland 
Navigatio n Rules and the amend ed 
COLREGS. The COLREGS amendm ent 
was base d on a U.S. proposal to IMO to 
amend COLREGS rule 23(a)(i) by 
adopting the language of Inland 
Navigatio n Rule 23 (a)(i). However , the 
IMO chose to amend Ann ex I of the 
COLREGS instea d of COLREGS rule 
23(a)(i). 

Inland Navigatio n Rule 23(a)(i) was 
delete d by the Coast Guard 
Authorizatio n Act of 1996 (104 P.L. 324; 
110 Stat . 3901 ; October  19, 1996 ) in 
order to conform the Inland Rules with 
the COLREGS. This revisio n res ults in 
no substa ntive change beca use the 
former Inland Navigatio n Rule 23(a)(i) 
provi ded that vessels  less than 20 
meters in length may carry their 
mast head light as far forward as 
practicable . 
Sectio n 84.17    Horizontal Sectors 

The Coast Guard is revisi ng 33 CFR 
84.17, found in Ann ex I of the Inland 
Rules, to allo w the use of two all-round 
lights scree ned or suitably  positio ned to 
app ear as one light at a dista nce of one 
mile. This revisio n parallels  the 
language bet ween the Inland Navigatio n 
Rules and the COLREGS, and provi des 
an alter native to vessels  that cann ot 
place all-round lights in a locatio n to 
meet the angular cut-off req uire ment of 
Ann ex I. 

On a vessel  with a mast of large 
diameter , such as a wars hip or a vessel 
with a combined smoke stack and mast 
configuratio n, it is often imp racticable 
to moun t a single all-round light at a 
sufficie nt dista nce to meet the 
maxi mum 6 degree angular cutout 

req uire ments of the Inland Navigatio n 
Rules. Two un scree ned all-round lights 
that are 1.28 meters (4.2 feet) apart or 
less will app ear as one light to the 
un aided eye at a minimum  dista nce of 
one nautical mile. 
Secito n 87.1    Need of Assista nce 

The Coast Guard is revisi ng 33 CFR 
87.1, found in Ann ex IV to the Inland 
Rules, to add survival craft radar 
tra nspond ers to the list of distress 
signals. The 1988 amendm ents to the 
Safety of Life at Sea Conventio n 
(SOLAS), in Chapter III Part B 
Regulatio n 6.2.2, req uire that cargo and 
passe nger ships subject to SOLAS carry 
Searc h and Resc ue Tra nspond ers 
(SARTS) for use in survival craft. 
SARTS automatically  res pond to most 
surface navigatio n radars allo wing 
resc uers to quickly locate a vessel or 
survival craft. 
Regulatory Evalua tion 

This rule is not a significa nt 
regulatory actio n und er sectio n 3(f) of 
Exec utive Order 12866 and does not 
req uire an assess ment of pote ntial costs 
and benefits und er sectio n 6(a)(3) of that 
order. It has not bee n revie wed by the 
Office of Management and Budget und er 
that order. It is not significa nt und er the 
Regulatory Policies  and Proce du res of 
the Depart ment of Tra nsportatio n (DOT) 
(44 FR 1040 ; Febr uary 26, 1979 ). 

The Notice of Pro pose d Rulemaki ng 
propose d req uiri ng that barges moore d 
to moori ng buoys display lights on the 
cor ners of the barge, as provi ded in 33 
CFR 88.13. This proposal was to be 
req uire d instea d of the lighting 
req uire ments of Inland Navigatio n Rule 
30 for vessels  at anchor. 

The Coast Guard receive d several 
comm ents questio ning the original cost 
esti mates. After subseq uent researc h, 
the Coast Guard deter mined that the 
avera ge cost of a permanently fixe d all- 
round  wh ite light fixt ure and its 
installatio n is $315 ). The cost to a barge 
with lights on all four cor ners would be 
$1,260 (4 lights × $315 ). Give n these 
costs , and the fact that barges moore d to 
moori ng buoys are req uire d to be lit as 
vessels at anchor in accor dance with 
Inland Navigatio n Rule 30, the Coast 
Guard deci ded that this provisio n is to 
be optio nal. Barges moore d to moori ng 
buoys will have the flexibility  of 
exhibiti ng all-round lights on the 
cor ners, or continu ing to exhibit vessels 
at anchor lighting req uire ments, as 
prescribe d by Inland Navigatio n Rule 
30. Therefore, the rulemaki ng imp oses 
no costs on the indu stry . Furthermore, 
this rulemaki ng represe nts a 
convenience to mari ners, as they will be 
able to continu e to use the lighting 

syste m that is prese ntly an indu stry 
practice . 

The other req uire ments set fort h in 
this rulemaki ng imp ose no costs . These 
amendm ents bri ng the Inland 
Navigatio n Rules into alignm ent with 
the COLREGS in a mann er that provi des 
sufficie nt flexibility  to imp ose no cost 
up on indu stry or the mari ner. For the 
reaso ns set fort h, the Coast Guard 
expects there to be no eco nomic imp act 
as a res ult of this rule so that a full 
regulatory eval uatio n und er paragraph 
10e of the Regulatory Policies  and 
Proce du res of DOT is unn ecessary . 

Small Entities 
Und er the Regulatory Flexibility  Act 

(5 U.S.C. 601 et seq.), the Coast Guard 
mu st consider wh ether this rule will 
have a significa nt imp act on a 
substa ntial num ber of small entities . 
‘‘Small entities ’’ may includ e (1) small 
businesses and not-for-profit 
organizatio ns that are ind epend ently 
own ed and operate d and are not 
dominant in their fiel ds, and (2) 
gover nm ental juris dictio ns with 
popu latio ns of less than 50,000 . 

A pote ntial imp act would be the cost 
of pu rchasi ng and installi ng lights for 
barges moore d to moori ng buoys. 
However , installatio n of these lights are 
not req uire d. There are no req uire d 
costs of this rule. Therefore, the Coast 
Guard certi fies und er 5 U.S.C. 605(b) 
that this rule will not have a significa nt 
imp act on small entities . 
Assista nce for Small Entities 

In accor dance with sectio n 213(a) of 
the Small Business Regulatory 
Enforce ment Fair ness Act of 1996 (Pub. 
L. 104–121 ), the Coast Guard offers to 
assist small entities in und ersta nd ing 
the rule so that they can better eval uate 
its effects on them and partici pate in the 
rulemaki ng process . 

If your small business or organizatio n 
is affecte d by this rule and you have 
questio ns concer ning its provisio ns or 
optio ns for comp lia nce, please contact 
Ms. Diane Schn eider, Office of Vessel 
Traffic Management, (202) 267–0352 . 

Collec tion of Information 
This rule contai ns no collectio n of 

informatio n req uire ments und er the 
Paperwork Redu ctio n Act (44 U.S.C. 
3501 et seq.). 
Federalism 

The Coast Guard has analyze d this 
rule in accor dance with the principles 
and criteria  contai ned in Exec utive 
Order 12612 and has deter mined that 
this proposal does not have sufficie nt 
federalis m imp licatio ns to warra nt the 
preparatio n of a Federalis m Assess ment. 
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Und er 33 U.S.C. 2071 , authority to iss ue 
regulatio ns to imp lement and inter pret 
the Inland Navigatio nal Rules is veste d 
in the Secretary  of Tra nsportatio n and 
delegate d to the Coast Guard. 

Unfunded Mandates 
Title II of the Unfund ed Mand ates 

Reform Act of 1995 (UMRA) (Pub. L. 
104–4 , 109 Stat . 48) req uires Federal 
agencies to assess the effects of certai n 
regulatory actio ns on State , local , and 
tribal gover nm ents, and the private 
sector . UMRA req uires a writte n 
state ment of eco nomic and regulatory 
alter natives for propose d and final rules 
that contai n Federal mand ates . A 
‘‘Fe deral mand ate’’ is a new or 
add itio nal enforceable  du ty, imp ose d on 
any State , local or tribal gover nm ent, or 
the private sector . If any Federal 
mand ates cause those entities to spend , 
in the aggregate, $100 millio n or more 
in any one year the UMRA analysis is 
req uire d. This rule does not imp ose 
Federal mand ates on any State , local or 
tribal gover nm ents or the private sector . 

Environmen t 
The Coast Guard considere d the 

enviro nm ental imp act of this rule and 
conclud ed that, und er sectio n 2.B.2 of 
Comm and ant Instr uctio n M16475 .1B, 
this rulemaki ng is categorically 
excl ud ed from further enviro nm ental 
docum entatio n. A Categorical Excl usio n 
Deter minatio n is available in the docket 
for inspectio n or copying wh ere 
ind icate d und er ADDRESSES. 
List of Subjects 
33 CFR Part 80 

Navigatio n (water), Treaties , 
Water ways. 
33 CFR Part 82 

Navigatio n (water), Treaties . 

33 CFR Part 84 
Navigatio n (water), Water ways. 

33 CFR Part 87 
Navigatio n (water), Water ways. 

33 CFR Part 88 
Navigatio n (water), Water ways. 

33 CFR Part 90 
Navigatio n (water), Water ways. 
For the reaso ns set out in the 

prea mble, the Coast Guard is amend ing 
33 CFR parts 80, 82, 84, 87, 88, and 90 
as follo ws: 

PART 80—COLREGS DEMARCATION 
LINES 

1. The authority citatio n for part 80 
continu es to rea d as follo ws: 

Authority: 14 U.S.C. 2; 14 U.S.C. 633; 33 
U.S.C. 151(a); 49 CFR 1.46. 

2. In § 80.501 , revise  paragraph (d) to 
rea d as follo ws: 

§ 80.501   Tom’s River, NJ to Cape May, NJ. 
* * * * * 

(d) A line drawn from the 
southernm ost point of Longport at  
latit ud e 39°18.2′N. longitud e 74°33.1′ 
W. to the nort heaster nm ost point of 
Ocea n City at latit ud e 39°17.6′N. 
longitud e 74°33.1′W. across  Great Egg 
Harbor Inlet. 
* * * * * 

3. In § 80.520 , revise  paragraph (a) to 
rea d as follo ws: 

§ 80.520   Cape Hatteras, NC to Cape 
Lookout, NC. 

(a) A line drawn from Hatteras Inlet 
Looko ut Tower at latit ud e 35°11.8′N. 
longitud e 75°44.9′W. 255° true to the 
easter n end of Ocracoke  Isla nd . 
* * * * * 

4. Revise § 80.1495 to rea d as follo ws: 

§ 80.1495   U.S. Pacific Island Possessions. 
The 72 COLREGS shall app ly on the 

bays , harbors , lagoons, and waters 
surro und ing the U.S. Pacific Isla nd 
Possessio ns of America n Samoa, Baker , 
Howland , Jarvis , John son, Pal myra, 
Swains and Wake Isla nd s. 

PART 82—72 COLREGS: 
INTERPRETATIVE RULES 

5. Revise the authority citatio n for 
part 82 to rea d as follo ws: 

Authority: 14 U.S.C. 2, 633; 33 U.S.C. 
1602 ; E.O. 11964 , 42 FR 4327 , 3 CFR, 1977 
Comp ., p. 88; 49 CFR 1.46(n). 

6. Add § 82.5 to rea d as follo ws: 

§ 82.5   Lights for moored vessels. 
For the pu rposes of Rule 30 of the 72 

COLREGS, a vessel at anchor includ es 
a barge made fast to one or more 
moori ng buoys or other similar device 
attac hed to the sea or river floor . Such 
a barge may be lighted as a vessel at 
anchor in accor dance with Rule 30, or 
may be lighted on the cor ners in 
accor dance with 33 CFR 88.13. 

7. Add § 82.7 to rea d as follo ws: 

§ 82.7   Sidelights for unmanned barges. 
An unm ann ed barge bei ng towed may 

use the exce ptio n of COLREGS Rule 
24(h). However , this exce ptio n only 
app lies to the vertical  sector 
req uire ments. 

PART 84—ANNEX I: POSITIONING 
AND TECHNICAL DETAILS OF LIGHTS 
AND SHAPES 

8. The authority citatio n for part 84 
continu es to rea d as follo ws: 

Authority: 33 U.S.C. 2071 ; 49 CFR 1.46. 

9. In § 84.01, redesignate paragraph s 
(b) through (c) as paragraph s (c) through 
(d) and add a new paragraph (b) to rea d 
as follo ws: 

§ 84.01   Definitions. 
* * * * * 

(b) High-speed craft means a craft 
capable of maxi mum speed in meters 
per seco nd (m/ s) equal to or excee ding: 
3.7S0.1667; wh ere S = displace ment 
corres pond ing to the design waterli ne 
(meters 3). 

Note to paragraph (b): The same formu la 
expresse d in pound s and knots is maxi mum 
speed in knots (kts) equal to excee ding 1.98 
(lbs) S0.1667; wh ere S =  displace ment 
corres pond ing to design waterli ne in pound s. 
* * * * * 

10. In § 84.05, revise  paragraph (a), 
redesignate paragraph (b) as paragraph 
(e), redesignate paragraph s (c) and (d) as 
paragraph s (b) and (c), and add a new 
paragraph (d) to rea d as follo ws: 

§ 84.05   Horizontal position and spacing of 
lights. 

(a) Exce pt as specified in paragraph 
(e) of this sectio n, wh en two mast head 
lights are prescribe d for a power-drive n 
vessel , the horizo ntal dista nce bet ween 
them mu st not be less than one quarter 
of the length of the vessel but need not 
be more than 50 meters . The forward 
light mu st be place d not more than one 
half of the length of the vessel from the 
ste m. 
* * * * * 

(d) When only one mast head light is 
prescribe d for a power-drive n vessel , 
this light mu st be exhibite d forward of 
amidships. For a vessel of less than 20 
meters in length, the vessel shall exhibit 
one mast head light as far forward as is 
practicable . 
* * * * * 

11. In § 84.17, add paragraph (c) to 
rea d as follo ws: 

§ 84.17   Horizontal sectors. 
* * * * * 

(c) If it is imp racticable  to comp ly 
with paragraph (b) of this sectio n by 
exhibiti ng only one all-round light, two 
all-round lights shall be used suitably 
positio ned or scree ned to app ear, as far 
as practicable , as one light at a 
minimum  dista nce of one nautical mile. 

Note to paragraph (c): Tow un scree ned all- 
round lights that are 1.28 meters apart or less 
will app ear as one light to the nake d eye at 
a dista nce of one nautical mile. 

12. Add § 84.27 to rea d as follo ws: 

§ 84.27   High-speed craft. 
(a) The mast head light of high-speed 

craft with a length to brea dth ratio of 
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less than 3.0 may be place d at a height 
relate d to the brea dth lower than that 
prescribe d in § 84.03(a)(1), provi ded 
that the base angle of the isosceles tria 
ngle formed by the side lights and 
mast head light wh en see n in end 
elevatio n is not less than 27 degrees as 
deter mined by the formu la in paragraph 
(b) of this sectio n. 

(b) The minimum  height of mast head 
light above sidelights is to be 
deter mined by the follo wing formu la: 
Tan 27°=X/Y; wh ere Y is the horizo ntal 
dista nce bet ween the sidelights and X is 
the height of the forward mast head 
light. 

PART 87—ANNEX IV: DISTRESS 
SIGNALS 

13. The authority citatio n for part 87 
continu es to rea d as follo ws: 

Authority: 33 U.S.C. 2071 ; 49 CFR 1.46. 

14. In § 87.1, revise  paragraph (o) to 
rea d as follo ws: 

§ 87.1   Need of assistance. 
* * * * * 

(o) Signals tra nsmitte d by 
radioco mmun icatio n syste ms, includ ing 
survival craft radar tra nspond ers 
meeti ng the req uire ments of 47 CFR 
80.1095 . 
* * * * * 

PART 88—ANNEX V: PILOT RULES 

15. The authority citatio n for part 87 
continu es to rea d as follo ws: 

Authority: 33 U.S.C. 2071 ; 49 CFR 1.46. 

16. In § 88.13, revise the sectio n 
heading, revise  paragraph s (b) and (c), 
redesignate paragraph (d) as paragraph 
(e) and add a new paragraph (d) to rea d 
as follo ws: 

§ 88.13   Lights on moored barges. 
* * * * * 

(b) Barges describe d in paragraph (a) 
of this sectio n shall carry two 
un obstr ucte d all-round  wh ite lights of 
an intensity to be visible for at least 1 
nautical mile and meeti ng the tec hn ical 
req uire ments as prescribe d in § 84.15 of 
this chapter. 

(c) A barge or group of barges at 
anchor or made fast to one or more 
moori ng buoys or other similar device , 
in lie u of the provisio ns of Inland 
Navigatio n Rule 30, may carry 
un obstr ucte d all-round  wh ite lights of 
an intensity to be visible for at least 1 
nautical mile that meet the req uire ments 
of § 84.15 of this chapter and shall be 
arra nged as follo ws: 

(1) Any barge that projects from a 
group formatio n, shall be lighted on its 
outboar d cor ners. 

(2) On a single barge moore d in water 
wh ere other vessels  normally navigate 
on bot h sides of the barge, lights shall 
be place d to mark the cor ner extre mities 
of the barge. 

(3) On barges moore d in group 
formatio n, moore d in water wh ere other 
vessels normally navigate on bot h sides 
of the group , lights shall be place d to 
mark the cor ner extre mities of the 
group . 

(d) The follo wing are exe mp t from the 
req uire ments of this sectio n: 

(1) A barge or group of barges moore d 
in a sli p or slo ugh used primarily for 
moori ng pu rposes. 

(2) A barge or group of barges moore d 
behind a pier head. 

(3) A barge less than 20 meters in 
length wh en moore d in a special 
anchorage area designate d in 
accor dance with § 109 .10 of this 
chapter. 
*        *        *        *        * 

 
PART 90—INLAND RULES: 
INTERPRETATIVE RULES 

 
17. The authority citatio n for part 90 

continu es to rea d as follo ws: 
Authority: 33 U.S.C. 2071 ; 49 CFR 

1.46(n)(14). 

18. Add § 90.5 to rea d as follo ws: 

§ 90.5   Lights for moored vessels. 

A vessel at anchor includ es a vessel 
made fast to one or more moori ng buoys 
or other similar device attac hed to the 
ocea n floor . Such vessels may be lighted 
as a vessel at anchor in accor dance with 
Rule 30, or may be lighted on the 
cor ners in accor dance with 33 CFR 
88.13. 

19. Add § 90.7 to rea d as follo ws: 

§ 90.7   Sidelights for unmanned barges. 

An unm ann ed barge bei ng towed may 
use the exce ptio n of COLREGS Rule 
24(h). However , this exce ptio n only 
app lies to the vertical  sector 
req uire ments for sidelights. 

Date d: Janu ary 28, 1998 . 
Joseph J. Angelo, 
Acting, Assista nt Comm andant for Marine 
Safety and Environmental Protectio n. 
[FR Doc. 98–2696  File d 2–3–98 ; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–14–M 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Patent and Trademark Office 

37 CFR Part 1 

[Docket No. 980108007–8007–01] 
RIN 0651–AA97 

 
Changes to Continued Prosecution 
Application Practice 

AGENCY: Pate nt and Tra demark Office, 
Comm erce . 
ACTION: Interi m rule with req uest for 
co mm e n ts.   

SUMMARY: The Pate nt and Tra demark 
Office (Office) is amend ing its 
regulatio ns to remove the req uire ment 
that the prior app licatio n of a continu ed 
prosec utio n app licatio n (CPA) mu st 
have bee n file d on or after Jun e 8, 1995 . 
This req uire ment is bei ng remove d in 
res ponse to req uests from the pu blic . 
DATES: Effecti ve Date: Febr uary 4, 1998 . 

Applicabilit y Date: This rule change 
app lies to all continu ed prosec utio n 
app licatio ns file d on or after Dece mber 
1, 1997 . 

Comm ent Deadline Date: To be 
ensured of consideratio n, writte n 
comm ents mu st be receive d on or before 
April 6, 1998 . No pu blic heari ng will be 
held. 
ADDRESSES: Comm ents should be sent 
by mail message over the Inter net 
add resse d to regreform@uspto.gov. 
Comm ents may also be submitte d by 
mail add resse d to: Box Comm ents— 
Pate nts, Assista nt Comm issio ner for 
Pate nts, Was hington, DC 20231 , or by 
facsi mile to (703) 308–6916 , marke d to 
the atte ntio n of Hira m H. Bernstei n. 
Alt hough comm ents may be submitte d 
by mail or facsi mile, the Office prefers 
to receive  comm ents via the Inter net. 
Where comm ents are submitte d by mail, 
the Office would prefer that the 
comm ents be submitte d on a DOS 
formatte d 31⁄4  inch disk acco mp anied by 
a paper copy. 

The comm ents will be available  for 
pu blic inspectio n in Suite 520 , of One 
Crystal Park , 2011 Crystal Drive , 
Arli ngton, Virginia, and will be 
available  through anonymous file 
tra nsfer protocol (ftp) via the Inter net 
(add ress: ftp.uspto.gov). Since 
comm ents will be made available  for 
pu blic inspectio n, informatio n that is 
not desire d to be made pu blic , such as 
an add ress or ph one num ber, should not 
be includ ed in the comm ents. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Concerning this Interim Rule: Hira m H. 
Bernstei n or Robert W. Bahr, Senior 
Legal Advisors , by tele ph one at (703) 
305–9285 , or by mail add resse d to: Box 

mailto:regreform@uspto.gov
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