U.S. Department of Commander 500Poydras Street

Homeland Security United States Coast Guard New Orleans, LA 70130

. Heartland District Staff Symbol: dpb
United States Hale Boggs Federal Building Phone: {(504) 671-2127
Coast Guard Email:

Elizabeth.l. Massimi2 @uscg.mil

July 30, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE 03-26

All interested parties are herein notified that the Commander, Heartland District, has received
application materials dated 11 May 2026 from the City of Laredo, in cooperation with the Texas
Department of Transportation for approval of location and plans for the widening of an existing
bridge and addition of new bridge adjacent to the existing bridge over the Rio Grande River,
along the international boundary between the United States and Mexico. This waterway does not
support commercial vessel activity, but because this bridge connects Laredo, TX to Nuevo
Laredo, Mexico, it is an international crossing and requires a Coast Guard Bridge Permit.

BRIDGE, WATERWAY AND LOCATION: The World Trade International Bridge located
in Webb County, Laredo Texas, over the Rio Grande; Existing Bridge IBWC River Mile
Number: 369.66, Proposed Bridge IBWC River Mile Number: 369.52.

CHARACTER OF WORK: The Project proposes to widen the existing World Tade Bridge by
adding two lanes and to construct an adjacent new eight-lane bridge parallel, across the Rio
Grande River.

MINIMUM NAVIGATIONAL CLEARANCES:

The clearances of each bridge are as described in the table below. Vertical clearance is from low
member elevation to normal water elevation. The width of the Rio Grande River at the World
Trade International Bridge is approximately 200 to 300 feet wide with a water depth between 1.5
to 3 feet deep during normal river states. The Horizontal clearances listed below is the
distance measured between bridge piers.

Existing Bridge Widening Proposed New Bridge
Vertical 25° 39°
Horizontal 90.9° 93’

Survey Datum: Horizontal NAD 1983 Vertical NAVD 88

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS:

The Federal Highway Association is the lead Federal agency for satisfying the requirements of
the National Envirorumental Policy Act (NEPA). The FHWA is acting on behalf of the U.S.
Coast Guard for all environmental control laws. An Environmental Assessment dated April 2026
and a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) was issued on 06 July 2026, pursuant to NEPA,




as amended. The U.S. Coast Guard has tentatively determined that the proposed action will not
have a significant impact for the purposes of NEPA.

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality issued a water quality certification in accordance
with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act, as amended, for this project and is associated with the
ACOE Nationwide permit 14 issued on 17 April 2026. There are minimal or no permanent
impacts to wetlands.

The project site lies outside of any designated Coastal Zone Management areas.

The bridge is located in the floodplain. The 100-year flood elevation is 413.42’. Elevations are
referenced to NAVDE8 datum.

SOLICITATION OF COMMENTS:

Mariners are requested to comment on the proposed navigation clearances and other navigational
safety issues. Interested parties are requested to express their views, in writing, on the proposed
bridge project including its possible impacts to navigation by 31 Aug 2026.

We will forward comments of an environmental nature such as those regarding wildlife refuges,
public parks, historic sites, wetlands, floodplain issues, air, water quality, environmental justice,
etc. to the FHWA. Comments will be received for the record at the address noted in the header or
via email d08-dg-district-dpb@uscg.mil.

Map of location and plans attached.

Do A pO0ny

Douglas A. Blakemore

Bridge Administrator

By direction of the Commander,
Coast Guard Heartland District
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	World Trade Bridge (0922-33-213) FONSI - 7-6-2026
	Project Information
	1.0 Introduction
	2.0 Project Background
	3.0 Review of the EA
	4.0 Public involvement
	Public involvement is an integral and critical component of the NEPA project development process. The public involvement team for the World Trade Bridge Expansion Project included representatives from the City of Laredo, TxDOT, FHWA, and TxDOT consult...
	4.1 Public Meeting
	4.2 Public Hearing
	Following completion of the draft EA, the City of Laredo, in cooperation with TxDOT and FHWA, published a Notice of Availability of the draft EA and Opportunity for a Public Hearing (NOAPH) for the proposed project. The notice advised the public that ...
	The NOAPH was published in the Laredo Morning Times on Sunday, March 22, 2026, on the TxDOT project webpage and through local outreach channels. Copies of the draft EA, project schematics, maps, and supporting documentation were made available for pub...
	Interested persons were provided the opportunity to submit written comments or request a public hearing through April 21, 2026. Written comments and hearing requests could be submitted by mail or email to the project team. The notice stated that a pub...
	Comments received during the public review period were reviewed and addressed by TxDOT and the City of Laredo. Responses to substantive comments were documented within the project comment and response matrix and incorporated into the final EA document...
	5.0 Mitigation/Commitments
	Water Resources: The proposed project requires compliance with Section 404 of the CWA. The project also requires Section 10 authorization under the Rivers and Harbors Act, Section 9/General Bridge Act coordination with the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG), and...
	The proposed project includes installation of a full runoff capture and containment system designed to collect and treat stormwater runoff from the bridge deck prior to discharge into the Rio Grande. The containment system will include upgraded bridge...
	Because construction activities will disturb one or more acres of land, coverage under the TPDES Construction General Permit (CGP) TXR150000 will be required. A Notice of Intent (NOI) will be submitted to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality ...
	Floating turbidity curtains and other temporary BMPs identified in the final EA and permit approvals will be implemented during in-water construction activities to minimize sediment transport and temporary impacts to aquatic habitat and water quality.
	Floodplains: The proposed project involves work within the Rio Grande floodplain. Hydraulic and floodplain coordination will continue during final design, and all applicable floodplain requirements and permitting conditions will be incorporated into t...
	Biological Resources: BMPs and environmental commitments developed through coordination with applicable resource agencies will be implemented during construction to minimize impacts to biological resources and aquatic habitat. Biological resource comm...
	Documentation of Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD)-recommended BMPs prepared for the project is included in Appendix E of the final EA. The City of Laredo will comply with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA), including implementation of appr...
	The proposed project area includes federally listed mussel critical habitat within the Rio Grande. As discussed in Sections 8.1 and 8.2 of the final EA, the City of Laredo will complete a freshwater mussel salvage effort prior to construction followin...
	USFWS conservation measures identified in the final EA will be incorporated into the project, including measures intended to minimize excavation and vegetation removal, minimize impacts to wetlands and aquatic habitat, implement erosion and sedimentat...
	Construction contractors will be required to comply with all biological resource commitments identified in Sections 8.1 and 8.2 of the final EA, permit approvals, and the EPIC sheet. If previously unidentified federally listed proposed species are enc...
	Vegetation: Vegetation-related BMPs and commitments identified in Appendix E and Sections 8.1 and 8.2 of the final EA will be incorporated into project construction requirements. The project has been designed to minimize excavation and vegetation remo...
	Proposed limits of clearing will remain at least 25 feet from perennial streams within the project area except where placement of structures is required. Trees remaining within the project area during construction will be protected from mechanical dam...
	All disturbed areas will be revegetated in accordance with TxDOT standard practices, applicable permit requirements, the SW3P, and applicable federal guidance related to invasive species and beneficial landscaping.
	Traffic Noise: Traffic noise analyses were conducted as part of the final EA in accordance with applicable FHWA and TxDOT traffic noise requirements. As discussed in Sections 8.1 and 8.2 of the final EA, a copy of the traffic noise analysis will be ma...
	Based on the preliminary traffic noise analysis, noise barriers are proposed for the project. During final design, the design engineer will prepare a constructability assessment to determine whether the proposed noise barriers can be constructed based...
	Traffic noise commitments identified in Sections 8.1 and 8.2 of the final EA and the EPIC sheet will be incorporated into the final design plans, specifications, and construction contract documents.
	Hazardous Materials: The proposed project includes demolition and widening activities associated with the existing bridge structure. Prior to construction, the project will comply with all applicable federal and state hazardous materials regulations r...
	Traffic Control and Construction Commitments: Construction activities will be coordinated to minimize disruptions to existing commercial vehicle operations at the World Trade Bridge Port of Entry to the extent practicable. Traffic control measures and...
	Cultural Resources: TxDOT coordinated with the Texas Historical Commission (THC) regarding cultural resources investigations conducted within the project area. Previously recorded archeological resources were determined either disturbed or lacking int...
	Right-of-Way and Community Commitments: Although the project will require additional right-of-way acquisition and temporary construction easements, no residential or non-residential displacements are anticipated as a result of the proposed project. In...
	Environmental Commitments: The environmental commitments identified in the final EA, permit approvals, agency coordination, technical reports, and EPIC sheet will be incorporated into the final design plans, specifications, and construction contract d...
	5.1 Monitoring or Enforcement
	The City of Laredo and TxDOT will ensure completion of all mitigation measures, environmental commitments, permit conditions, and conservation measures identified in the World Trade Bridge Expansion final EA, supporting technical studies, permit appro...
	The City of Laredo and TxDOT will also ensure compliance with all applicable local, state, and federal permit requirements and conditions associated with the proposed project, including requirements associated with the approved Nationwide Permit 14/Se...
	All commitments and conditions identified in Section 8.0 of the final EA, including Post-Environmental Clearance Activities and Design/Construction Commitments, will be incorporated into the final design plans, specifications, and construction contrac...
	5.2 Re-evaluation and Change Order Processing
	Any future project modifications, design revisions, scope changes, or construction-related changes occurring after environmental approval will be evaluated in accordance with applicable FHWA and TxDOT environmental procedures to determine whether addi...
	Project re-evaluations and change orders with the potential to result in additional environmental impacts will be reviewed by the City of Laredo and TxDOT, in coordination with FHWA and applicable resource agencies, as appropriate. Any necessary envir...
	6.0 Conclusion
	FHWA has reviewed the final EA, supporting technical reports, agency coordination, public comments, permit documentation, and all other relevant project materials associated with the proposed World Trade Bridge Expansion Project. Based upon FHWA’s ind...
	FHWA agrees with the recommendations of the City of Laredo and TxDOT presented in the final EA that:
	1. The Build Alternative meets the purpose and need of the project while minimizing impacts to environmental resources to the extent practicable.
	2. The proposed project will improve operational efficiency, mobility, and safety at the World Trade Bridge Port of Entry by reducing congestion, improving northbound commercial vehicle throughput, and reducing commercial vehicle wait times.
	3. The proposed project will not result in significant impacts to the quality of the human or natural environment pursuant to the NEPA.
	Based upon FHWA’s independent review and consideration of the analyses and evaluations contained in the final EA, supporting technical documentation, agency coordination, permit approvals, and comments received during the public involvement process, F...
	7.0 Determination
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