U.S. Department of
Homeland Security

Commander U.S. Coast Guard Island
District Eleven Building 50-2
Alameda, CA 94501-5100
Staff Symbol: dpw
Phone: (510) 437-3461
Fax: (510) 437-5836

February 19, 2020

United States
Coast Guard

PRELIMINARY PUBLIC NOTICE (11-153)

The United States Coast Guard is soliciting public comments on a proposal by the
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) to replace the existing Butte City
(HWY 162) swing bridge with a fixed bridge. The purpose of this proposed project is
to provide a safe, functional and efficient crossing that serves the needs of highway
and marine traffic. The need for this proposed project is to replace the existing steel
bridge which has been deemed seismically vulnerable, susceptible to liquefaction, and
has exhibited signs of distress due to insufficient shear capacity. According to
Caltrans the existing drawspan has not opened for vessel traffic since construction
was completed in 1949. The General Bridge Act of 1946 requires approval of the
location and plans for bridges over navigable waters of the United States, prior to
commencing construction. A Coast Guard Bridge Permit application has not yet been
submitted but would be required for this project.

WATERWAY AND LOCATION: Sacramento River, mile 169.7, at Butte City, Glenn
County, California. 39.457304, -121.995092

MINIMUM PROPOSED NAVIGATIONAL CLEARANCES:

Existing (movable) Proposed (fixed)

Horizontal: Horizontal:

106 ft. between fenders, measured 135 ft. pier face to pier face, measured
normal to the axis of the channel. normal to the axis of the channel.
Vertical*: Closed Position Vertical™*:

32.58 ft. above Ordinary High Water 41.38 ft. above Ordinary High Water

Vertical: Open Position
Unlimited

PROPOSED TEMPORARY WORK BRIDGE DURING CONSTRUCTION:

Horizontal: 40 ft. between piles.
Vertical*: 10 ft. above Ordinary High Water.
* Vertical Clearances measured/calculated in 2019 using Datum NGVD 29 from

Ordinary High Water (OHW) Elevation of 69.02 feet to low steel of existing and
proposed navigation span.



ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS:

Under the provisions of Section 6005 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient
Transportation Act, Caltrans has assumed the United States Department of
Transportation Secretary's responsibilities under the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA). Caltrans has assumed Lead Federal agency for the purposes of satisfying
NEPA and other environmental control laws. The U.S. Coast Guard will serve as
cooperating agency for NEPA. Level of NEPA documentation is anticipated to be an
Environmental Assessment with a corresponding Finding of No Significant Impact.

SOLICITATION OF COMMENTS:

Mariners are requested to comment on navigational access and safety issues,
including the need for clearance gauges and the extent of nighttime navigation through
the bridge.

Boat owners in the proposed project vicinity are requested to provide information
about their vessels including type of vessel, length overall, draft, beam, and height
from the waterline to the highest fixed point and to appurtenant structures (e.g. tuna
towers, flying bridges, fixed antennas and radar units) and whether these appurtenant
structures can be disassembled, dismantled or lowered. Also provide where the
vessel is primarily moored and the frequency of passage under the proposed bridge
replacement (i.e. number of times per month).

Interested parties are requested to express their views, in writing, on the proposed
bridge replacement project, giving sufficient detail to establish a clear understanding of
their reasons for support of or opposition to the proposed work. Comments will be
received for the record at Commander (dpw), Eleventh Coast Guard District, Coast
Guard Island, Bldg 50-2, Alameda, CA 94501-5100, through March 23, 2020.

Map of location and plans attached.

IIsll
CARL T. HAUSNER
Chief, Bridge Section
Eleventh Coast Guard District
By direction of the District Commander

This is a web-searchable copy and is not the official, signed version; however, other
than the signature being omitted, it is a duplicate of the official version.
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