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Forwarded herewith is Bulletin No. 96 of the International Ice Patrol, describing
the Patrol's services and ice conditions during the 2010 season. With only one
iceberg crossing 48° N, this was one of the lightest seasons on record, and the
third time in the last six years that icebergs did not threaten transatlantic shipping
lanes.

Ice Patrol vigilantly monitored iceberg danger and issued weekly products but
conditions never warranted issuing daily products. The Ice and Environmental
Conditions section presents a discussion of the meteorological and
oceanographic conditions that contributed to the light season. Transatlantic
shipping benefited by saving hundreds of miles per voyage compared to an
average season transit. Vigilant monitoring was fundamental to ensuring the
safe passage of hundreds of vessels.

During 2010, Ice Patrol, the Canadian Ice Service, and the U.S. National Ice
Center signed a new collaborative agreement, formalizing their international
partnership as the North American Ice Service. Ice Patrol and the Canadian Ice
Service evaluated a new iceberg model as described in Appendix C. Also in
2010, the first ice reconnaissance detachment using the U.S. Coast Guard’s new
HC-144A aircraft deployed to Newfoundland for testing and evaluation of the
platform for iceberg reconnaissance as described in Appendix D.

On behalf of the dedicated men and women of the International Ice Patrol, | hope
you enjoy reading this report on the 2010 season.

A (7.

. K. Mack .
Commander, U. S. Coast Guard
Commander, International Ice Patrol
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AlS
AOR
ATC
BAPS
C-130J
CALIB
CAMSLANT
CCG
CIS
D1
ECAS
ELTA
GMES
HC-130J
HC-144A
HF
HMCS
P
IRD
KT
LAKI
M

MB
MCTS
MV
NAFO
NAIS
NAO
NIC
NM
NTIS
NWS
OPCEN
PAL
RADAR
RMS
SAIC

Abbreviations and Acronyms

Automated Information System

Area of Responsibility

Aviation Training Center

iceBerg Analysis and Prediction System

Non-missionized C-130 long-range reconnaissance aircraft

Compact Air-Launched Ice Beacon
Communications Area Master Station Atlantic
Canadian Coast Guard

Canadian Ice Service

First Coast Guard District

Air Station Elizabeth City

Brand name of radar system on HC-130J
Global Monitoring for Environment and Security
Missionized C-130 long-range reconnaissance aircraft
Medium-range Maritime Patrol Aircraft

High Frequency

Her Majesty’s Canadian Ship

International Ice Patrol

Ice Reconnaissance Detachment

Knot or Nautical Mile Per Hour

Limit of All Known Ice

Meter

Millibar

Marine Communications and Traffic Service
Motor Vessel

Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organization
North American Ice Service

North Atlantic Oscillation

National Ice Center

Nautical Mile

National Technical Information Service
National Weather Service

Operations Center

Provincial Aerospace Limited

Radio Detection and Ranging (also radar)
Royal Mail Steamer

Science Applications International Corporation



Abbreviations and Acronyms (continued)

SOLAS Safety of Life at Sea
SST Sea Surface Temperature
TAC Total Accumulated Ice Coverage

WOCE World Ocean Circulation Experiment



Introduction

This is the 96th annual report of the International Ice Patrol (IIP). 1IP was under
the operational control of Commander, U.S. Coast Guard First District. The report
contains information on IIP operations, environmental conditions, and iceberg conditions
in the North Atlantic during 2010. The Ice Patrol was formed after the RMS Titanic sank
on 15 April 1912. Since 1913, except for periods of World War, Ice Patrol has monitored
the iceberg danger on and near the Grand Banks of Newfoundland and has broadcast
the Limit of All Known Ice (LAKI) to mariners. The activities and responsibilities of IIP are
delineated in U.S. Code, Title 46, Section 738, and the International Convention for the
Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), 1974.

[IP conducted aerial reconnaissance from St. John’s, Newfoundland to search for
icebergs in the southeastern, southern, and southwestern regions of the Grand Banks. In
addition to IIP reconnaissance data, Ice Patrol received iceberg reports from other aircraft
and mariners in the North Atlantic. At the Operations Center (OPCEN) in New London,
Connecticut, personnel analyzed iceberg and environmental data and used the iceBerg
Analysis and Prediction System (BAPS) computer model to predict iceberg drift and
deterioration. Based on the model’s prediction, |IP produced the ice chart and text bulletin
once per week in 2010 due to very light ice conditions. In addition to these routine
broadcasts, IIP responded to individual requests for iceberg information.

RADM Joseph L. Nimmich was Commander, U.S. Coast Guard First District until
May 2010 when he was relieved by RADM Daniel A. Neptun. CDR Scott D. Rogerson
was Commander, International Ice Patrol until June 2010 when he was relieved by CDR
Lisa K. Mack.

For more information about the International Ice Patrol, including historical and
current ice bulletins and charts, visit our website at www.uscg-iip.org.

INTERNATIONAL
ICE PATROL

(g
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Summary of Operations

As mandated by SOLAS, IIP monitors
the iceberg danger near the Grand Banks of
Newfoundland from 15 February to 01 July.
This period is regarded as the Ice Season and
has traditionally been defined as such because
the Grand Banks are generally free of icebergs
from August through January. While the
SOLAS Ice Season extends from February
through July, IIP reporting services traditionally
commence whenever iceberg populations pose
a threat to the primary shipping routes between
Europe and North America and continue until
the threat has passed. IIP’s weekly product
distribution is scheduled to commence the first
Friday following 15 February and continues
until ice conditions are severe enough to
necessitate transmission of daily products or
until season end. Although the Ice Season
timeframe typically references IIP’s busiest
operational period, the IIP OPCEN processes
ice information year-round. These activities are
evidenced by the large number of voluntary
information reports IIP receives from merchant

vessels each year. These reports are sent in
response to a long-standing IIP request for
captured within the Ice Year timeframe that is
marked from 01 October of the previous year
until 30 September of the current year.

During the 2010 Ice Year, IIP actively
monitored the iceberg danger to transatlantic
shipping in its Area of Responsibility (AOR),
defined as the region bounded by 40°N, 50°N,
39°W, and 57°W (Figure 1). lIP began issuing
weekly products on Friday, 19 February. Due
to unusually light ice conditions, only weekly
products were distributed through 23 July.
Iceberg populations were such that daily
products were not required in 2010.

Information and Ice Reports

A critical factor contributing to IIP’s
successful history is the support received from
the maritime community. This support includes
information on weather conditions, sea
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Figure 1. 1IP’s Area Of Responsibility. T indicates the location of the sinking of Titanic.



surface temperatures, and ice sightings from
any vessel transiting within or near the Grand
Banks of Newfoundland. Receiving on-scene
and near real-time information helps ensure the
accuracy of lIP products. All ships that provided
reports including weather, sea surface
temperature, ice, and/or stationary radar target
reports during the 2010 Ice Year are listed in
Appendix B. Although a majority of the reports
were received from merchant vessels, IIP also
received valuable information from several
other sources. Figure 2, Column 1 provides
the breakdown of the various sources for all
information reports received throughout the
2010 Ice Year.

During the 2010 Ice Year, the IIP
OPCEN received, analyzed, and processed
791 information reports concerning
oceanographic, atmospheric, and/or ice
conditions throughout IIP’s AOR. These reports
were generated by various land, sea, air, and
space platforms including: merchant ships and
Canadian Coast Guard vessels operating
within  or near the Grand Banks of
Newfoundland, [IP reconnaissance flights,
commercial aerial reconnaissance contracted
by the Canadian Ice Service (CIS) and
provided by Provincial Aerospace Limited
(PAL), and satellite data processed by C-
CORE, a private company based in St. John’s.

Of the 791 information reports received
by 1P, 238 reports contained some type of ice
information (i.e. reporting sizes, shapes, and/or
positions of icebergs and stationary radar
targets). Commercial reconnaissance was
responsible for the greatest number of ice
reports with 153 (64%) reports. Merchant ships
tallied the second highest number with 45
(19%) ice reports. IIP aerial iceberg
reconnaissance flights provided 13 (6%) ice
reports. The Canadian Government, including
Canadian Coast Guard vessels, Canadian
Forces aircraft, and the Canadian Ice Service,
combined to deliver 19 (8%) ice reports.
Various other sources, including scientific
research vessels, fishing vessels, and one
passenger vessel combined to relay the
remaining eight (3%) ice reports. The
breakdown by reporting source of all ice reports
processed by IIP in 2010 is illustrated in Figure
2, Column 2.

The 238 ice reports identified 3,284
individual objects including icebergs, bergy bits,
growlers, and stationary radar targets.
Although 3,284 individual objects were reported
to 1P, only 402 objects were merged (added or
re-sighted) by IIP to the iceBerg Analysis and
Prediction System (BAPS) iceberg drift and
deterioration model.
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Figure 2. Distribution of information reports processed, by reporting source, during the 2010 Ice Year.



The disparity between the number of reported
and merged objects illustrates two important
points regarding IIP operations.

First, each ice information report is
judged for accuracy and timeliness to ensure
that only the most reliable information is used
to populate the iceberg drift and deterioration
model and to generate IIP products. Several
factors come into play during this evaluation,
including atmospheric and oceanographic
conditions, recent reconnaissance in the area,
method of detection, and any other amplifying
information relayed with the ice report. This
standard is applied to all ice reports, even IIP’s
own reconnaissance. Second, because of the
unusually light ice conditions throughout 2010,
most icebergs were detected and drifted solely
within CIS’'s AOR, i.e. the area north of 50°N
and/or west of 55°W and were added or re-
sighted to BAPS by CIS personnel. CIS’s
efforts to monitor the iceberg dangers around
northern Newfoundland, the Strait of Belle Isle,
and along the Labrador coast resulted in 2,322
icebergs, bergy bits, growlers, and radar
targets being merged to BAPS.

In total, the work of both ice operations
centers (IIP and CIS), accounted for 2,724
updates to BAPS throughout the 2010 Ice Year
(Figure 2, Column 3). The 2,724 updates to
the model represented 2,383 distinct icebergs,
bergy bits, growlers, and radar targets (i.e.
those objects assigned a unique number in the
BAPS iceberg database) owing to the fact that
some individual objects may have been sighted
or detected multiple times. Only 50 distinct
objects were sighted, detected, or predicted to
have drifted into IIP’s AOR.

LAKI Iceberg Sightings

In order to meet SOLAS mandates, IIP
develops a LAKI in order to inform the mariner
of the southern, eastern, southeastern, and
southwestern limit of the iceberg population.
During the 2010 Ice Season, IIP did not create
a LAKI or distribute daily products. Iceberg
populations were light within 1IP’s AOR
throughout the season, and only one iceberg
was modeled to have drifted south of 48°N, the
latitude that marks the nominal northern extent
of the trans-Atlantic shipping lanes.

Products and Broadcasts

IIP issued a weekly ice chart and
bulletin each Friday from 19 February to 23
July stating that IIP was monitoring iceberg
conditions. In addition, the chart numerically
displayed the current iceberg population
density in each one degree of latitude by one
degree of longitude. In 2010, IIP transmitted 23
scheduled ice bulletins via Inmarsat-C. All
scheduled bulletins reached Inmarsat-C
SafetyNET on time or prior to 1200Z. The on-
time delivery percentage for Ice Charts was
100%. Ice Charts were broadcast three times
daily at 04382, 1600Z, and 1810Z.

Note: Information concerning product
format and distribution methods can be found
in 1IP’s annual Announcement of Services, on
the IIP webpage at www.uscg-iip.org, or in
NGA Publication 117.

Safety Broadcasts

Any report of an iceberg or stationary
radar target near or beyond the published LAKI
challenges the accuracy of IIP products and is
a potential threat to safe navigation. When
such a report is received, IIP transmits an
unscheduled safety broadcast to mariners to
report the location and type of object (iceberg
or radar target) sighted or detected. During the
2010 Ice Season, IIP did not establish a LAKI.
Therefore, no Safety Broadcasts were required.

Historical Perspective

To determine the severity of the Ice
Season, P uses two traditional
measurements. The first is season length,
measured by the number of days daily products
are issued. The second measurement is the
number of icebergs crossing south of 48°N.
This number includes icebergs initially sighted
or detected south of 48°N as well as those
originally sighted or detected further north that
drifted south of 48°N, as modeled by BAPS.

Due to light iceberg conditions, the
2010 Ice Season did not warrant daily
products. In 2010, only one iceberg (not
including bergy bits or growlers) was estimated
to have drifted south of 48°N. This is the fourth
time since 1983 (1999, 2005, 2006, and 2010)



that ice conditions have not necessitated the
release of daily ice warnings. 1983 through
present day represents IIP’s modern aerial
reconnaissance era when using aircraft
equipped with radars for iceberg detection
became standard. In terms of the number of
icebergs crossing south of 48°N, the 2010 Ice
Season is among the lowest. Only in 20086,
when no icebergs were modeled south of 48°N,
did IIP track fewer icebergs into the
transatlantic shipping lanes (Figure 3, Blue
Columns).

Historically speaking, since 1900, the
2010 Ice Season was one of the lightest
recorded. As calculated from 110 years of
iceberg data, 2010 ice conditions were well
below the seasonal average of 483 icebergs
drifted or detected south of 48°N. For the
period from 1900 until present, 2010 is tied with
1940 and 1958 as the third lightest ice season.

Canadian Support

As they do every year, the Canadian
Government generously supported IIP during
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2010. CIS shared valuable reconnaissance
data, including iceberg and information reports
from Canadian Coast Guard and Canadian
Forces assets, critical environmental data from
the Canadian Meteorological Centre, and most
importantly, their sea ice and iceberg expertise.
The synchronized iceberg-modeling database,
now in its fifth year of operation, continued to
ensure that all ice information received by IIP
or CIS was quickly merged and accurately
reflected on both organizations’ ice products.

IIP also appreciated the critical support
from PAL who continued to share valuable ice
observation data throughout the 2010 Ice
Season. Their reconnaissance flights for CIS
and the Canadian Department of Fisheries and
Oceans provided critical information on the
iceberg population.

IIP thanks C-CORE for continuing to
provide satellite-derived iceberg data and for
their ongoing efforts to improve their iceberg
detection capabilities. 1IP looks forward to
working with C-CORE in 2011 to operationally
implement RADARSAT-2 data.
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Figure 3. 1983-2010 Season Severity Chart. Ice Season length (red) is measured by the number of days
IIP issued daily products. Note: Daily products were not transmitted in 1999, 2005, 2006, and 2010 due to
very light ice conditions. The number of icebergs south of 48°N (blue) does not include bergy bits or

growlers.



Iceberg Reconnaissance and Oceanographic Operations

Ice Reconnaissance Detachment

The Ice Reconnaissance Detachment
(IRD) is a sub-unit under Commander,
International Ice Patrol which is partnered with
Coast Guard Air Station Elizabeth City (ECAS).
During the 2010 Ice Season, seven IRDs
deployed to observe and report icebergs, sea
ice, and oceanographic conditions on and near
the Grand Banks of Newfoundland. All
observations were transmitted to the IIP
OPCEN in New London, CT where they were
entered into BAPS and processed. IIP’s ice
products were created and distributed to
mariners operating in lIP’s area of responsibility
as described in the Summary of Operations
chapter.

The Pre-Season IRD departed on 16
February to conduct official meetings with IIP
partners in Elizabeth City, NC and St. John’s,
NL and to determine the early season iceberg
distribution. The Post-Season IRD was
conducted in mid-July, concluding 2010 IIP
deployments to Newfoundland.

Throughout the 2010 Ice Season, IRDs
operated primarily out of IIP’s forward operating
base in St. John’s for a total of 45 days
conducting 14 iceberg patrols. IRD 4 operated
out of Halifax, Nova Scotia for a total of three
days to conduct the Titanic Memorial ceremony
and out of Goose Bay, Labrador for a total of
three days conducting one iceberg
reconnaissance patrol due to inclement
weather in St. John’s. A summary of 2010 IRD
operations is provided in Table 1.

Aerial Iceberg Reconnaissance

A detailed description of IIP’s
reconnaissance strategy is provided on IIP’s
website at http://www.uscg-iip.org in the FAQ
section. Due to the consistently inclement
environmental conditions in  1IP’s AOR,
detecting and classifying targets is a perpetual
challenge for IRDs. It is for this reason that the
use of radar is critical to IIP operations. In
times of reduced visibility, IIP relies heavily on
the detection and classification capability of the

ELTA-2022 radar as the primary means of
conducting iceberg reconnaissance. In no-
visibility conditions, the ELTA’s imaging
capability is relied upon as the primary means
of classifying targets.

Deployed Iceberg Transit Logistics Flight
IRD Days Patrols Flights Flights Hours
PRE 9 2 3 0 35.3
1 Cancelled
2 9 | 3 | 2 | 1 18.7
3 Cancelled
4 6 1 4 0 22.0
5 8 3 2 0 31.8
5.5 6 2 2 0 29.9
6 Cancelled
7 8 | 3 | 2 | 0 33.0
8 Cancelled
9 Cancelled
10 Cancelled
11 Cancelled
12 Cancelled
13 Cancelled
14 Cancelled
POST 4 1 2 0 20.7
TOTAL 50 15 17 1 191.4

Table 1. 2010 IRD Summary.

The majority of 2010 aerial iceberg
reconnaissance operations were conducted
using HC-130J (missionized) long-range
reconnaissance aircraft provided by ECAS.
Due to schedule constraints resulting in
reduced HC-130J availability, the
reconnaissance during IRD 5.5 was conducted
using the HC-144A medium-range
reconnaissance aircraft provided by Coast
Guard Aviation Training Center (ATC) Mobile,
AL. A detailed description of this IRD is
provided in Appendix D of this report.

The HC-130J aircraft is equipped with
the ELTA-2022 360° X-Band Radar capable of
detecting and classifying surface targets and
the APN-241 Weather Radar capable of
detecting surface targets but not classifying
them. The HC-130J is also equipped with an
Automated Information System (AIS) receiver
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Figure 4. Five-year IRD Deployment Day Summary.

as an integrated component of the HC-130J
mission system to assist in target
discrimination. The HC-144A aircraft s
equipped with a Telephonics APS-143 360°
Radar capable of detecting and classifying
surface targets, and is also equipped with an
AIS receiver in a similar configuration as the
HC-130J to assist in target discrimination.

2010 marked the completion of the
missionization process for all six ECAS C-130J
aircraft. However, maintaining full functionality
of the new mission system on all aircraft has
proven challenging due to the limited
availability of replacement parts. Despite these
challenges, as a result of the outstanding
support provided by ECAS, IIP accrued only
four maintenance days during the 2010 Ice
Season, the same number of maintenance
days accrued in 2009. Figure 4 provides a
five-year breakdown of IRD deployment days.

The increased functionality of the HC-
130J mission system during the 2010 season
greatly enhanced reconnaissance
effectiveness. IIP conducted 15 radar and
visual patrols and no visual only patrols. This is
a marked improvement from the 2009 season
in which 36 of 53 patrols were conducted using
only visual reconnaissance. Table 2 shows a
five-year radar/visual patrol comparison. Table
3 shows a five-year comparison of yearly totals
for track miles flown and area coverage.

10

Number of Number Number

Radar and o o Total Number
VY Visual RERED VIELE of Patrols

Patrols Clilly Ol
Patrols Patrols

2006 17 0 0 17
2007 38 2 0 40
2008 34 3 0 37
2009 16 0 37 53
2010 15 0 0 15

Table 2. Five-year Radar and Visual Only Patrol
Comparison.

Total Track Total Area
Primary Pz Miles Flown Coverage
Year Track .
Platform Spacin (nautical (square
pacing miles) miles)
2006 | HC-130H 30 NM 18,130 1,087,800
2007 | HC-130H 30 NM 52,977 3,178,626
2008 | HC-130H 30 NM 53,690 3,221,370
2009 C-130J 10 NM 80,677 1,883,778
2010 | HC-130J 20 NM 20,451 818,040

Table 3. Five-year Track Mile and Area Coverage
Comparison.
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In 2010, availability of 360° coverage
provided by the ELTA Radar allowed IIP to use
20 NM track spacing operating the radar in the
30NM range to achieve greater than 200%
radar coverage on each patrol leg (Figure 5).
IIP maintained 20 NM track spacing throughout
the season in an effort to maintain the integrity
of patrols until further data analysis and
probability of detection testing of the ELTA-
2022 radar can be conducted.

In 2010, IRDs detected a total of 351
icebergs. Nearly 35% of the icebergs were
detected by both radar and visually. The
remaining icebergs were either detected by
radar only (37%) or by visual means only

B Radar & visual icebergs

(28.5%) (Figure 6). Icebergs can be detected ® Radar only icebergs
by visual means only on both visual only
patrols (patrols with visibility but no working Visual only icebergs

radar) and radar and visual patrols (patrols with
visibility and a working radar). Figure 7
displays the number and types of targets that
IRDs detected during 2010.

Figure 6. Breakdown of icebergs by detection
method.
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Figure 7. Breakdown of target type and number
detected.

2010 Flight Hours

In addition to the 15 IRD iceberg patrols
flown during the 2010 Ice Season, 17 transit
flights were conducted from ECAS to and from
St. John’s. Three transit flights were conducted
during the Pre-Season IRD to conduct training
and meetings at ECAS in preparation for the
commencement of the Ice Season. Four transit
flights were conducted during IRD 4 due to a
mechanical problem encountered in Halifax,
Nova Scotia. The original aircraft deployed on
IRD 4 had to be returned to ECAS and
exchanged for a different aircraft to provide a
platftorm capable of conducting iceberg
reconnaissance. Figure 8 shows the
breakdown of the 191.7 flight hours used
during the 2010 Ice Season for IIP operations.
It is important to note the drastic reduction in
patrol hours from 2009 to 2010. The
combination of extremely light ice conditions
with a fully functioning radar explains this
significant reduction. A comparison of flight
hours to number of icebergs that drifted south
of 48°N from 2001 to 2010 is shown in Figure
9. During the 2010 Ice Season, First Coast
Guard District (D1) did not request IIP to
conduct Northwest Atlantic Fisheries
Organization (NAFO) patrols that were
conducted in 2009. In addition, there were no
radar test flights conducted in 2010.
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Reconnaissance Challenges

The Grand Banks are a productive
fishing ground frequented by fishing vessels,
ranging from 20 to over 70 meters in length.
Determining whether an ambiguous radar
contact is an iceberg or a stationary vessel is
particularly difficult with small targets in low sea
states. These contacts often present similar
radar returns and cannot easily be
differentiated. Therefore, when a radar image
does not present distinguishing features, I[P
classifies the contact as a radar target (R/T) in
hopes of being able to identify it on a
subsequent pass or patrol.

2010



The Grand Banks region continues to
be rapidly developed for its oil reserves with
new exploration conducted daily and many
prospects of future exploration in the region.
The escalated drilling has increased air and
surface traffic in 1IP’s AOR, further complicating
target identification. However, this difficulty is
offset by the information reports this traffic
provides. Reports from ships, aircraft, and
drilling platforms greatly aid IIP in the creation
of a LAKI that is as accurate and reliable as
possible.

Satellite Iceberg Reconnaissance

IIP continued to cooperate with C-
CORE in the analysis and verification of
iceberg detections using RADARSAT Il satellite
imagery. Although there were no opportunities
to use coincident reconnaissance flights to
validate satellite detection data using ice
detections, C-CORE was able to make
improvements to their detection algorithm by
correlating satellite detections with non-ice
targets in the area. C-CORE is affiliated with
Memorial University in St. John’s, NL and has
been working in cooperation with [IP since
2003. 1IP will continue to evaluate satellite
information provided by C-CORE during the
2011 Ice Season.

P initiated a space-borne
reconnaissance study in the summer of 2010 to
analyze the availability and feasibility of using
commercial satellites to supplement future IIP
operations and reduce |IP’s dependence on
USCG aircraft. A detailed report will be
provided to IIP by Science Applications
International Corporation (SAIC), the
government contractor hired to conduct the
study. A summary of the findings will be
provided in the 2011 Annual Report.

Oceanographic Operations

IIP deploys World Ocean Circulation
Experiment (WOCE) drifting buoys on and near
the Grand Banks of Newfoundland. WOCE
drifting buoys provide near real-time ocean
current information that is used to modify the
historical current database within BAPS to
improve the accuracy of the iceberg drift
calculated by the model. They also provide

sea surface temperature (SST) information that
is incorporated into SST models used by the
U.S. Navy. The combined data is used by the
BAPS along with other environmental data
described in the Summary of Operations
chapter to forecast the drift and deterioration of
icebergs on and near the Grand Banks of
Newfoundland. Updates are performed by the
[IP OPCEN daily when WOCE data is available
in the area. WOCE drifting buoys are air-
deployed using Coast Guard aircraft and ship-
deployed through cooperation with the CCG
and merchant vessels operating in the area.
Air-deployed WOCE drifting buoys are
purchased by IIP and prepared and deployed
through cooperative efforts by IIP and ECAS
personnel. Buoy deployments are conducted in
conjunction with IRD iceberg reconnaissance
operations when flying patrols near desired
drop locations, usually in the offshore branch of
the Labrador Current. Air-deployments are
normally conducted to deploy WOCE drifting
buoys drogued at 50m, but are occasionally
conducted to deploy WOCE drifting buoys
drogued at 15m.

Ship-deployed WOCE drifting buoys are
purchased and prepared by IIP personnel and
deployed by vessels of opportunity, usually
CCG vessels operating out of St. John’s, NL.
As part of a volunteer operation, these vessels
of opportunity deploy WOCE drifter buoys at
locations requested by IIP, usually in the
inshore branch of the Labrador Current and on
the Grand Banks. Ship-deployments are
normally conducted to deploy WOCE drifting
buoys drogued at 15m, but are occasionally
conducted to deploy WOCE drifting buoys
drogued at 50m. The ship deployments save
significant amounts of flight time and money.

In 2010, IIP air-deployed three WOCE
drifting buoys from USCG HC-130J aircraft. No
WOCE drifting buoys were deployed from CCG
vessels during the season due to the extremely
light ice conditions, marking 2010 the first time
since 1982 that shipboard buoy deployments
were not utilized. The three air-deployed
WOCE drifting buoys were deployed on the
Grand Banks of Newfoundland in the offshore
branches of the Labrador Current. All three
buoys functioned properly and transmitted
oceanographic data for sufficient durations,
ranging from two to nine months.

13
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Figure 10. WOCE Drifting Buoy deployments
(2006-2010).

Figure 10 shows 2006-2010 air and ship
WOCE drifting buoy deployments. Figure 11
depicts composite drift tracks for the WOCE
drifting buoys deployed in 2010. Detailed
WOCE drifter information is provided in IIP’s
2010 WOCE Buoy Track Atlas, available upon
request from IIP.

IIP  continued support for the
development of the Arctic buoy deployment
program in cooperation with Coast Guard Air
Station Kodiak, the University of Washington,

and the National Science Foundation.
Additional deployment and buoy rigging
procedures and deployment equipment

sources of supply were provided by IIP and
ECAS personnel.

Commemorative Wreath Deployments

In conjunction with reconnaissance
operations, IIP air-deployed several wreaths in
2010 to commemorate the sinking of the RMS
TITANIC and those lives lost in the execution of
the Greenland Patrol. Three wreaths

commemorating the 98th anniversary of the
sinking of the TITANIC were deployed on IRD
5, and one wreath honoring the Greenland
Patrol was deployed on IRD 7.

Figure 11. Composite buoy tracks. Blue stars represent drop locations of

air-deployed buoys.
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Ice and Environmental Conditions

Introduction

For the third time in the last six years,
no significant iceberg population moved into
the North Atlantic shipping lanes.
Environmental conditions during the ice year
were dominated by exceptionally warm air
temperatures in Labrador and southern Baffin
Island. The year was also marked by a
particularly stormy period in February in which
strong onshore winds along the Labrador coast
caused extensive sea-ice destruction and
compaction. In 2010, no icebergs were
detected south of 48°N, although one iceberg
was estimated by BAPS to have reached 47°-
55.21'N 51°-43.36'W on 24 June. As a result,
IIP did not produce daily warnings to mariners.

This section describes the progression
of the ice year and the accompanying
environmental conditions. The following month-
by-month narrative begins in December 2009
as new ice began forming in the bays along the
Labrador coast and concludes in mid-July
when [IP’s last reconnaissance detachment
returned from St. John’s, NL.
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The narrative draws from several
sources, including the Seasonal Summary for
Eastern Canada, Winter 2009-2010 (Canadian
Ice Service, 2010a); sea-ice and iceberg
analyses provided by CIS and the U. S.
National Ice Center (NIC); sea surface
temperature anomaly plots provided by the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s National Weather Service
(NOAA/NWS, 2010a); and, finally, summaries
of the iceberg data collected by IIP.

The progress of the 2010 Ice Year
(October 2009 through September 2010) is
compared to observations from the historical
record. The sea-ice historical data are derived
from the Sea Ice Climatic Atlas, East Coast of
Canada, 1971-2000 (CIS, 2001), which
provides a 30-year median of ice concentration
at seven-day intervals for the period from 26
November through 16 July. The average
number of icebergs estimated to have drifted
south of 48°N for each month was calculated
using 110 years (1900 through 2009) of Ice
Patrol records (lIP, 2010). Sea level pressure
data are from NCEP/NCAR Reanalysis dataset
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Figure 12. Bathymetry of the Grand Banks.
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(Kalnay et al., 1996) and the United Kingdom’s
Meterological Office (Met Office, 2010).

Pre-Season Predictions

The Pre-Season sea-ice forecast for
east Newfoundland waters (CIS, 2009), issued
on 04 December 2009, predicted somewhat
above average sea-ice extent and thickness at
the peak of the season and a one to two week
delay in the annual retreat. This forecast was
based on the seasonal temperature forecast
that predicted below-normal temperatures over
Newfoundland waters for the first two months
of the year. The forecast predicted that the
southern ice edge would:

e reach Fogo Island in the third week of
January and Cape Freels a week later.

e move southward to the approaches to St.
John’s during the third week of February.

e possibly move south to 45°N in the cold
water of the offshore branch of the Labrador
Current in late March and early April.

¢ begin to retreat in early April.

From 04-21 October 2009, CIS
conducted a census of the iceberg population
off the south coast of Baffin Island. It was
based on radar images from two satellites,
RADARSAT-I and ENVISAT (Desjardins,
2009). The resulting iceberg count was 146,
the lowest CIS fall iceberg count in the ten
years of the survey’s history. Based on the
forecast of greater than normal sea ice extent
on the Grand Banks and an atmaospheric flow
parallel to the Labrador coast, Desjardins
(2009) predicted an active iceberg season.

December 2009

Labrador and southern Baffin Island
experienced extraordinarily warm conditions in
December. Iqgaluit, Nunavut observed a
monthly average air temperature anomaly of
9.3°C, while Nain, NL and Cartwright, NL were
6°C above normal (Environment Canada,
2010).

Early in the month, sea ice began
forming in the bays along Labrador’s coast, but
its development was slowed dramatically by the

16

warm conditions. By month’s end, about four
weeks later than normal, the southern edge of
the main pack moved past Labrador’s
northernmost point, Cape Chidley. Near-normal
sea surface temperature conditions persisted
along the Labrador coast throughout the month
(NOAA/NWS, 2010a).

January 2010

Exceptionally warm conditions persisted
along the Labrador coast throughout January.
Average temperatures for the month were from
7°C to 8°C above normal (e.g. Figure 13) in
Nain, Goose Bay, and Cartwright. The warm
temperatures are consistent with the January
mean sea-level pressure pattern (Figure 14)
which shows an onshore flow bringing relatively
mild temperatures to Labrador.
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Figure 13. January 2010 air temperature in Goose
Bay, Labrador. NOAA/NWS, Climate Prediction
Center (NOAA/NWS, 2010).
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Figure 14. Mean sea-level pressure for 01 to 31
January 2010. Image provided by the NOAA/ESRL
Physical Sciences Division, Boulder Colorado from
their Web site at http://www.esrl.noaa.gov/psd/.
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Throughout the month, the leading edge
of the main ice pack moved southward along
the Labrador coast, arriving in the northern
reaches of the Strait of Belle Isle during the
third week. This was about four weeks later
than normal. Figure 15 shows the departure of
sea ice from its normal extent on 25 January
ice conditions in the
vicinity of the Strait of Belle Isle prompt the
CCG to recommend in late January that the
strait not be used by transatlantic shipping until
the ice departs. The mild sea ice conditions in
2010 made this recommendation unnecessary.
iceberg
reconnaissance flights conducted by PAL
under CIS sponsorship, found no icebergs in
the sea ice off the central Labrador coast. The
areas east of the sea ice edge were not
searched.
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Figure 15. Departure of sea ice from normal on 25 Jan 2010. The various shades of red indicate areas
where there was less sea ice than normal. The white areas near shore indicate regions of normal sea-ice

concentrations. Map Courtesy of the Canadian Ice Service.
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Figure 16. Sea-level pressure for 00Z 06 February 2010. Plot courtesy of Met Office, Bracknell, UK.

February 2010

During February, the abnormally high
air temperatures in Labrador and southern
Baffin Island peaked. In Igaluit, the monthly
average air temperature was 10.6°C above
normal, while in Labrador the anomaly ranged
from a low of 9.7°C in Cartwright to 12.8°C in
Nain.

In early February, the ice edge moved
quickly from the vicinity of the Strait of Belle
Isle southward, reaching Fogo Island on 06
February, about two weeks later than forecast
(CIS, 2009). Its normal position for the date is
about 100 NM to the southeast of Fogo Island.
This was the southernmost position of the sea
ice edge for the 2010 Ice Year.

February was a particularly stormy
period in the North Atlantic. During the first half
of the month, seven cyclones intensified into
hurricane force lows in the North Atlantic. The
most intense of these deepened rapidly as it
moved southeast of Newfoundland. By 00Z on
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06 February, the central pressure deepened to
941 MB (Figure 16), the lowest pressure of any
cyclone in either the North Atlantic or North
Pacific during the 2009/2010 winter. This
storm eventually turned west into the Labrador
Sea bringing strong onshore winds to the coast
(Bancroft, 2010). For the next two weeks, a
series of lows moved off the U. S. mid-Atlantic
coast south of New England and stalled
southeast of Newfoundland. Some backed into
the Newfoundland and Labrador coasts
bringing persistent and strong easterly and
southeasterly winds to region. Figure 17
shows the mean sea level pressure for the 15-
day period 06-20 February.

The storms had a dramatic and
immediate effect on the extent of the sea ice
north of Newfoundland. Over the 14-day period
from 06-20 February, virtually all sea ice
disappeared from the east Newfoundland
waters. Indeed, there was no appreciable sea
ice remaining south of Belle Isle, and the sea
ice along the southern and central coast of
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Figure 17. Mean sea-level pressure for 06-20
February 2010. Image provided by the NOAA/ESRL
Physical Sciences Division, Boulder Colorado from
their Web site at http://www.esrl.noaa.gov/psd/.

Labrador was compacted near shore. Figure
18 compares the observed and normal ice
extent for 22 February.

From 22-24 February, three airborne
reconnaissance patrols, two by IIP’s Pre-
Season IRD and one by PAL, searched from
the northern Grand Bank to northern Labrador.
They located a very small iceberg population
north of Hamilton Inlet, Labrador. All of the
icebergs were within the sea ice (Figure 19).

March 2010

The extraordinarily warm conditions
abated somewhat in March, but Labrador
remained much warmer than normal
throughout the month. Nain, Goose Bay, and
Cartwright recorded monthly mean air
temperatures 3.1°C, 3.4°C, and 2.7°C above
normal, respectively. On the island of
Newfoundland, St. John’s registered 2.2°C
above normal for the month.
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Figure 18. Departure of sea ice from normal on 22 Feb 2010. The various shades of red indicate areas
where there was less sea ice than normal. The white areas near shore indicate regions of normal sea-
ice concentrations. Map courtesy of the Canadian Ice Service.
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Figure 19. Iceberg distribution on 25 February 2010. The numbers indicate the number of icebergs and
radar targets within a 1° of latitude by 1° of longitude bin. Map courtesy of the Canadian Ice Service.

Sea-ice  coverage in northeast
Newfoundland waters continued to be far less
than normal. In mid-March, the southern ice
edge normally reaches its southernmost
position, which is typically near St. John’s. In
mid-March 2010, it was at 51°N, approximately
300 NM northwest of its normal position.

Throughout March, CIS-sponsored PAL
and IIP IRD reconnaissance flights continued to
monitor icebergs in northeast Newfoundland
waters and along the southern Labrador coast.
The number of icebergs being tracked
remained small. Most were within the sea ice
and near the Labrador coast.

April 2010

Monthly-averaged air temperatures in
Newfoundland and Labrador remained well
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above normal for the month, with Nain,
Cartwright, and St John’s reporting 4.9°C,
4.5°C, 2.2°C, respectively.

By the second half of April, the little
remaining sea ice south of 52°N began to
retreat northward, and by month’s end, there
was no appreciable ice east on
Newfoundland’s northern peninsula.

Three reconnaissance flights, two CIS-
sponsored PAL patrols (11 and 12 April) and
one by the IIP IRD (18 April) documented a
large iceberg population extending from the
northern reaches of the Strait of Belle Isle to
57°N (Figure 20). In addition, ships en