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VOLUNTARY VESSEL SPEED REDUCTION ZONE
TO REDUCE IMPACT OF SHIP STRIKES ON WHALES
N OAA strongly re c om m e nd s that ve sse ls 300 gross re giste re d  tons or large r transit the  Ve sse l Sp e e d

Re d uction Z one  at 10 knots or le ss from  May 15 – N ove m b e r 15, 2020. The se  are as contain p op ulations
of e nd ange re d  b lue , hum p b ac k and  fin whale s that are  fe d e rally p rote cte d  und e r the  Fe d e ral

End ange re d  Sp e c ie s Act (16 USC 1538 e t se q.), the  Marine  Mam m al Prote ction Act (16 USC 1361 e t
se q.), and  the  N ational Marine  Sanctuarie s Act (16 USC 1431 e t se q.).

The  southe rn California Voluntary Ve sse l Sp e e d  Re d uction Z one  e xte nd s from  ap p roxim ate ly Dana
Point to Pt. Argue llo as d e p icte d  b e low and  ve sse ls are  re que ste d  to transit at 10 knots or le ss anywhe re  in this zone . Ve sse ls
alre ad y transiting south of the  northe rn Channe l Island s are  also e nc ourage d  to transit outsid e  of the  Voluntary Exte nd e d  Are a

To Be  Avoid e d  * to re d uc e  the  ove rlap  of ship s and  e nd ange re d  whale s. Eve ry e ffort should  b e  m ad e  to c om p ly with any
instruction re c e ive d  from  the  N avy whe n transiting south of the  Channe l Island s.

10 KNOTS OR LESS

N orthe rn TSS

Southe rnTSS

*NOTE:Marine rs transiting through the  we ste rn and  northe rn ap p roac h to and  from  the  Port Of Los
Ange le s and  Long Be ach (LA/LB) are  ad vise d  the  e stab lishe d  TSS through the  Santa Barb ara
Channe l as shown on N OAA and  Ad m iralty c harts is the  only Inte rnational Maritim e  Organization
(IMO) ap p rove d  routing m e asure  in this are a and  the  N avy ad vise s that continuous hazard ous
op e rations m ay take  p lac e  at any tim e  on the  U.S. Point Mugu Se a Range . Ple ase  se e  p age s, 3-2 and
5-8 of the  Sp e c ial Local N otic e  to Marine rs,11th District for m ore  inform ation re gard ing the  U.S. N avy
Op e rating Are as and  the  Voluntary W e ste rn Traffic Lane s at:
http s://www.navc e n.usc g.gov/p d f/lnm s/D11_Sp e c ialN otic e Marine rs2019_Ind e finite .p d f

VOLUNTARY VESSEL SPEED REDUCTION ZONE

Ple ase  re p ort any c ollisions with whale s or any ob se rve d  injure d  or d e ad
whale s to N OAA at 877-SOS-W HALe  (877-767-9425) or to the  U.S.
Coast Guard  on VHF Channe l 16. If you se e  whale s, p le ase  re c ord  the
d ate  and  location, the  num b e r of whale s, the  sp e c ie s (if known) and  a
d e scrip tion of the  anim als and  re p ort sightings through W hale Ale rt, a fre e

ap p lication availab le  at http ://we stc oast.whale ale rt.org.

For m ore  d e tails, p le ase  c ontact Se an Hastings at
 se an.hastings@noaa.gov or (805) 893-6424.
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Michael Carver at

michael.carver@noaa.gov
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VOLUNTARY VESSEL SPEED REDUCTION ZONE
TO REDUCE IMPACT OF SHIP STRIKES ON WHALES

NOAA strongly recommends that vessels 300 gross registered tons or larger transit the
San Francisco Traffic Separation Scheme (SF TSS) at 10 knots or less from May 1 -

November 15, 2020. These areas contain populations of endangered blue, humpback
and fin whales that are federally protected under the Federal Endangered Species

Act (16 USC 1538 et seq.), the Marine Mammal Protection Act (16 USC 1361 et
seq.), and the National Marine Sanctuaries Act (16 USC 1431 et seq).

Please report any collisions with whales or
any observed injured or dead whales to
NOAA at 877-SOS-WHALe (877-767-9425)
or to the U.S. Coast Guard on VHF Channel
16. If you see whales, please record the
date and location, the number of whales, the
species (if known) and a description of the
animals and report sightings through
WhaleAlert, a free application available at
http://westcoast.whalealert.org.
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