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The following definitions (except as noted by an asterisk) are from the International Maritime 
Organization’s (IMO’s) publication “Ships’ Routeing,” Tenth Edition, 2010: 

Area to be avoided (ATBA) means a routing measure comprising an area within defined 
limits in which either navigation is particularly hazardous or it is exceptionally important to 
avoid casualties and which should be avoided by all vessels, or certain classes of vessels. 

Deep-water route means a route within defined limits, which has been accurately 
surveyed for clearance of sea bottom and submerged obstacles as indicated on nautical charts. 

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)* means the zone established by Presidential 
Proclamation 5030, dated March 10, 1983.  

Fairway or shipping safety fairway* (33 CFR 166) means a lane or corridor in which no 
artificial island or fixed structure, whether temporary or permanent, will be permitted.  
Temporary underwater obstacles may be permitted under certain conditions described for 
specific areas in Title 33 CFR 166, Subpart B.  Aids to navigation approved by the U.S. Coast 
Guard may be established in a fairway. 

Inshore traffic zone means a routing measure comprising a designated area between the 
landward boundary of a traffic separation scheme and the adjacent coast, to be used in 
accordance with the provisions of Rule 10(d), as amended, of the International Regulations for 
Preventing Collisions at Sea, 1972 (COLREGS). 

Obstruction* (33 CFR 64.06) means anything that restricts, endangers, or interferes with 
navigation. 

Precautionary area means a routing measure comprising an area within defined limits 
where vessels must navigate with particular caution and within which the direction of traffic flow 
may be recommended. 

Recommended route means a route of undefined width, for the convenience of vessels in 
transit, which is often marked by centerline buoys. 

Recommended track is a route which has been specially examined to ensure so far as 
possible that it is free of dangers and along which vessels are advised to navigate. 

Regulated Navigation Area (RNA)* means a water area within a defined boundary for 
which regulations for vessels navigating within the area have been established under 33 CFR 
165. 
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Roundabout means a routing measure comprising a separation point or circular separation 
zone and a circular traffic lane within defined limits.  Traffic within the roundabout is separated 
by moving in a counterclockwise direction around the separation point or zone. 

Separation Zone or separation line means a zone or line separating the traffic lanes in 
which vessels are proceeding in opposite or nearly opposite directions; or separating a traffic 
lane from the adjacent sea area; or separating traffic lanes designated for particular classes of 
vessels proceeding in the same direction. 

Structures* (33 CFR 64.06) means any fixed or floating obstruction, intentionally placed 
in the water, which may interfere with or restrict marine navigation.   

Traffic lane means an area within defined limits in which one-way traffic is established.  
Natural obstacles, including those forming separation zones may constitute a boundary. 

Traffic Separation Scheme (TSS) means a routing measure aimed at the separation of 
opposing streams of traffic by appropriate means and by the establishment of traffic lanes. 

Two-way route means a route within defined limits inside which two-way traffic is 
established, aimed at providing safe passage of ships through waters where navigation is difficult 
or dangerous. 

Vessel routing system means any system of one or more routes or routing measure aimed 
at reducing the risk of casualties; it includes traffic separation schemes, two-way routes, 
recommended tracks, areas to be avoided, no anchoring areas, inshore traffic zones, roundabouts, 
precautionary areas, and deep-water routes. 
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