
 

PUBLIC NOTICE D01-197-23 

PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF THE NEW AMTRAK BRIDGE 
ACROSS CONNECTICUT RIVER, BETWEEN OLD SAYBROOK AND 
OLD LYME, CONNECTICUT. 
 
All interested parties are notified that the Commander, First Coast Guard District, has received 
application materials from the National Railroad Passenger Corporation (AMTRAK) for a U.S. 
Coast Guard (USCG) Bridge Permit for approval of the location and plans for construction of a 
replacement bascule bridge over a navigable waterway of the United States. The purpose of the 
project is to replace the Connecticut River Bridge, which became operational in 1907 and is 
nearing the end of its useful life. The proposed bridge provides increased vertical and horizontal 
clearances.  
 
WATERWAY AND LOCATION: Connecticut River, mile 3.4 between Old Saybrook, 
Middlesex County, CT and Old Lyme, New London County, CT. 

CHARACTER OF WORK: Amtrak proposes to replace the existing movable bascule bridge, 
with a new bascule bridge approximately 52 feet south of the existing bridge. The replacement 
bridge will contain a two-track, electrified railroad movable bridge, approach spans and at-grade 
approaches that tie into the existing railroad. The new structure will increase the horizontal 
clearance at the bridge crossing from an existing posted width of 139-ft to a proposed width of 
150-ft. The fender line at the east face of the proposed channel will be shifted approximately 
16.5-ft to the west relative to the existing edge of posted channel. The project will improve the 
reliability of passenger and freight rail operations along the Northeast Corridor as well as 
navigation on the Connecticut River. To better accommodate vessel traffic in the summer season, 
the existing bridge remains in the open to navigation position and closes only for train passage.  

The existing bridge superstructure, rail facilities and timber fender system will be removed in 
their entirety. Existing Pier 5 that falls along the edge of the new navigation channel will be 
removed in its entirety, including timber piling foundations. River Piers 1 through 4, 8 and 9 will 
be removed down to specific elevations below the channel bed. River Piers 6 and 7 will be left in 
place for movable bridge pier protection and as historic remnants of the existing bridge. The east 
and west abutments at the shoreline will be left in place. 

Temporary Conditions: During construction, aerial cables will be necessary to provide temporary 
power and signal connectivity across the channel and there will be a resulting temporary vertical 
clearance restriction of 102-ft. The temporary impact to vertical clearance is anticipated to 
extend for the full duration of the construction project. The horizontal clearance will have 
periods of temporary impacts including short duration full closures and extended periods of 
reduced clearance. The minimum temporary channel width is anticipated to be 129-ft wide.  

Commander 
First Coast Guard District 
 

One South Street  
Battery Building 
Staff Symbol: dpb 
E-Mail: D01-SG-BridgesD1obr-
NY@uscg.mil  
Phone: (212) 514-4335     
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The minimum navigation clearances for the final proposed structure are presented in the table 
below: 

MINIMUM NAVIGATIONAL CLEARANCES: 

 Vertical Clearance 
Closed (MHW) 

Vertical Clearance Open 
(MHW) 

Horizontal 
Clearance  

Existing Bridge  19 ft Unlimited across 71 
ft of channel width  

139 ft 

Proposed Bridge 24 ft Unlimited across 90 
ft of channel width 

150 ft 

Datum is NAVD88. 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATION: The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) is the 
lead federal agency for satisfying the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) for the replacement of the Amtrak Connecticut River Bridge. The lead federal agency 
acts on behalf of the USCG for environmental laws applicable to this project. On May 2014, the 
FRA issued an Environmental Assessment (EA) and Section 4(f) evaluation. On November 
2017, the FRA issued a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI). The USCG requested a 
NEPA re-evaluation due to the time lag. 
 
The USCG plans to adopt the FRA EA and issue a USCG Finding of No Significant Impact for 
this project subject to information received from public comments. The environmental 
documents may be received electronically for review by emailing Stephanie.E.Lopez@uscg.mil. 
 
Amtrak will submit the Final Joint Permit Application for CT DEEP Section 401 Water Quality 
Certification & USACE Section 404 Clean Water Act, and Section 10 Rivers & Harbors Act for 
approval from CT DEEP & USACE.  
 
The proposed bridge is in the flood plain. The low steel elevation is 25.71-ft. The FEMA 100-yr 
Base Flood Elevations (NAVD 88) are as follows: 

 Connecticut River West Side, Upstream Side Zone AE 11-ft 
 Connecticut River West Side, Downstream Side Zone VE 15-ft 
 Connecticut River East Side, Upstream Side Zone AE 10-ft 
 Connecticut River East Side, Downstream Side Zone VE 14-ft 

 
 
SOLICITATION OF COMMENTS: 

Interested parties are requested to comment on the proposed navigation clearances, impacts to 
navigation, placement of a bridge protective system and other navigational safety issues, 

mailto:Stephanie.E.Lopez@uscg.mil
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including need for clearance gauges and extent of nighttime navigation to determine the need for 
bridge lighting.  

We will forward comments of an environmental nature such as those regarding wildlife refuges, 
water-fowl refuges, public parks, historic sites, wetlands, floodplain issues, air, water quality, 
etc. to the Federal Railroad Administration. Comments will be received for the record by email 
to Stephanie E. Lopez, Bridge Management Specialist, at: D1Boston-Bridges-
PublicNotices@uscg.mil or at the address noted in the header of this notice through June 26, 
2023.  

It is requested that this information be brought to the attention of any person having an interest in 
this who may not have received a copy of this public notice announcement.  

Map of location and plans attached. 

 
 
D. A. Fisher 
Bridge Program Manager 
U.S. Coast Guard 
By direction 
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