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Sector Boston MSIB Number: 26-004 
U.S. Coast Guard Date:  July 2, 2026 
Waterways Management Division E-Mail:  SecBosWaterways@uscg.mil  
427 Commercial St  
Boston, MA  02109  
 

 

Sail Boston 250 Spectator Zone Updates 
 
The Captain of the Port (COTP) Boston issued MSIB 26-003 Sail Boston 250 – Harbor Wide Regulations dated 
June 18, 2026. The Coast Guard is updating Spectator Areas 6 through 13 to better align with the shipping 
channel and with the Parade of Sail Route. Additionally, the size of vessels permitted in Spectator Areas 7 and 8 
has been updated. These coordinates are based on the World Geodetic System (WGS 84) / North American 
Datum 83 (NAD 83). Mariners are advised the On-Scene Commander has final say in spectator area boundaries. 
Changes are highlighted in yellow below. 
 
Spectator Areas:  
• Spectator Area 1—All waters bounded by the following coordinates: 42°22′06″ N/071°02′43″ W, 42°22′11″ 
N/071°02′39″ W, 42°22′07″ N/071°02′32″ W, and 42°22′03″ N/071°02′35″ W. This spectator area is designated for the 
exclusive use of recreational vessels that are 45 feet or less in length and have superstructures that do not exceed 10 feet in 
height.  
• Spectator Area 2—All waters bounded by the following coordinates: 42°21′41″ N/071°02′25″ W, 42°21′47″ 
N/071°02′20″ W, 42°21′35″ N/071°01′53″ W, and 42°21′29″ N/071°01′58″ W. This spectator area is designated for the 
exclusive use of recreational vessels that are 45 feet or less in length and have superstructures that do not exceed 10 feet in 
height.  
• Spectator Area 3—All waters bounded by the following coordinates: 42°21′26″ N/071°01′51″ W, 42°21′32″ 
N/071°01′47″ W, 42°21′25″ N/071°01′33″ W, and 42°21′19″ N/071°01′37″ W. This spectator area is designated for the 
exclusive use of recreational vessels that are 45-feet or less in length and their height above water does not exceed 50-feet.  
• Spectator Area 4—All waters bounded by the following coordinates: 42°21′19″ N/071°01′37″ W, 42°21′25″ 
N/071°01′33″ W, 42°21′09″ N/071°01′02″ W, and 42°21′04″ N/071°01′06″ W. This spectator area is designated for the 
exclusive use of inspected and uninspected small passenger vessels (certificated by the Coast Guard under Subchapters T 
and K of Title 46, Code of Federal Regulations), and charter vessels that do not exceed 50-feet in height above the water 
line.  
• Spectator Area 5—All waters bounded by the following coordinates: 42°20’09.9” N/ 070°59’44.8” W, 
42°20’19.5” N/ 070°59’45.5” W, 42°20’16.2” N/ 070°59’23.8” W, and 42°20’04.3” N/070°59’26.1” W. This spectator 
area is designated for the exclusive use of inspected and uninspected small passenger vessels (certificated by the Coast 
Guard under Subchapters T and K of Title 46, Code of Federal Regulations), and charter vessels that do not exceed 50-
feet in height above the water line.  
• Spectator Area 6—All waters bounded by the following coordinates: 42°20′09.9″ N/070°59′44.8″ W, 
42°20′04.3″ N/070°59′26.1″ W, 42°20′19″ N/071°59′17″ W, and 42°20′07″ N/070°59′24″ W. This spectator area is 
designated for the exclusive use of recreational vessels.  
• Spectator Area 7—All waters bounded by the following coordinates: 42°20’04.3” N/ 070°59’26.1” W, 
42°20’27.9” N/ 070°59’19.7” W, 42°20’20.9” N/ 070°58’47.9” W, and 42°20’05.4” N/ 070°58’47.0” W. This spectator 
area is designated for the exclusive use of recreational vessels greater than 50 feet. 
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• Spectator Area 8—All waters bounded by the following coordinates: 42°20’05.4” N/ 070°58’47.0” W, 
42°20’34.9” N/ 070°58’47.9” W, 42°20’48.1” N/070°57’37.5” W, and 42°20’15” N/ 070°57’31.2” W. This spectator area 
is designated a Deep Draft and general spectator for vessels greater than 120 feet requiring Pilotage. All vessels utilizing 
this Spectator Zone shall be anchored by July 10th, 2026. 
• Spectator Area 9—(i) All waters bounded by the following coordinates: 42°19’39.0” N/ 071°00’01.2” W, 
42°19’51” N/ 071°00’01.4” W, 42°19’52.8” N/ 070°58’34.5” W, and 42°19’40.7” N/ 070°58’34.3” W. This spectator 
area is designated as general transient spectator area for all vessels that do not exceed 50-feet in height above the water 
line, with no overnight anchoring. This spectator area is only applicable from 6 a.m. on July 11, 2026, until 4 p.m. on July 
11, 2026. 
• Spectator Area 10—All waters bounded by the following coordinates: 42°19’38.5” N/ 070°58’34.4” W, 
42°19’52.8” N/ 070°58’34.5” W, 42°20’01.9” N/ 070°57’31.3” W, and 42°19’49.3” N/070°57’31.4” W. This spectator 
area is designated for the exclusive use of recreational vessels with no overnight anchoring. This anchorage is only 
applicable from 6 a.m. on July 11, 2026, until 4 p.m. on July 11, 2026. 
• Spectator Area 11—All waters bounded by the following coordinates: 42°20’40.5” N/070°56’45.4” W, 
42°21’16.4” N/ 070°56’22.3” W, 42°22’08.4” N/ 070°56’23.9” W, 42°21’53.4” N/ 070°55’37.3” W, and 42°20’40.7” N/ 
070°56’29.6” W. This spectator area is designated for the exclusive use of late arriving recreational vessels and no 
overnight anchoring. This spectator area is only applicable from 6 a.m. on July 11, 2026, until 4 p.m. on July 11, 2026. 
• Spectator Area 12—All waters bounded by the following coordinates: 42°20’53.2” N/ 070°55’56.3” W, 
42°22’04.9” N/ 070°54’53.4” W, 42°21’46.1” N/070°54’15.2” W, and 42°21’04.2” N/ 070°54’54.8” W. This spectator 
area is designated for the exclusive use of late arriving recreational vessels and no overnight anchoring. This spectator 
area is only applicable from 6 a.m. on July 11,2026, until 4 p.m. on July 11, 2026. 
• Spectator Area 13—All waters bounded by the following coordinates: 42°20’30.9” N/ 070°56’12.7” W, 
42°20’53.2” N/ 070°55’56.3” W, 42°21’04.2” / 070°54’54.8” W, and 42°20’47.2” N/ 070°55’11.1” W. This spectator 
area is designated for the exclusive use of inspected and uninspected small passenger vessels (certificated by the Coast 
Guard under Subchapters T and K of Title 46, Code of Federal Regulations), and charter vessels. This spectator area is 
only applicable from 6 a.m. on July 11, 2026, until 4 p.m. on July 11, 2026. 
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Staying Informed: If necessary, the Coast Guard will issue subsequent, targeted Marine Safety Information Bulletins 
(MSIBs) detailing the specific closures and operational restrictions for these events throughout the Port of Boston. All 
MSIBs pertaining to these events can be found at Northeast Coast Guard District’s Local Notice to Mariners website 
USCG NAVCEN Website, under the Special Notices section. Mariners are strongly advised to monitor VHF-FM Channel 
16 for Broadcast Notices to Mariners which provide real-time updates and enforcement statuses.  
 

For questions regarding this bulletin, please contact the Sector Boston Waterways Management at 
SecBosWaterways@uscg.mil. 

 
 
 
 

Brian M. Hall 
Commander, U.S. Coast Guard 
Chief, Prevention Department 

By Direction 
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